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In 2018, we published “Small Cetaceans — Big Problems”. IRU GL*HUHQW SUH\ ZKLFK OLNHO\ OHLEL

Since then, new information has become available and and reproductive success, and the impeded recovery of

a record sized hunt of Atlantic white-sided dolphins in remnant populations (see Chapter 8). Research shows

the Faroe Islands in autumn 2021 caused world-wide that throughout the tropics and subtropics, hunting of

headlines. This, together with recent discussions inre - small cetaceans is unsustainable and similar concerns

levant fora, prompted us to produce this update. Six DUH LGHQWL4HG IRU WKH $UFWLF VHH &

years on from our comprehensive review, this update
investigates what has changed, what the main drivers/
reasons for the hunts are and what impact these hunts
are having on populations and even entire species of
small cetaceans. Importantly, this update addresses
what needs to be done to guarantee the long-term sur -
vival of healthy populations of small cetaceans.

6PDOO FHWDFHDQ KXQWWhiBtlinHso@éQDPLF
countries hunts are decreasing, recent studies show

that directed hunts and/or the subsequent use of by -

caught small cetaceans as food or bait, is becoming in -
creasingly prevalent in others (see Chapter 3). In Japan,
DOWKRXJK WKH WRWDO QXPEHU RI LQC
year has decreased, new species are being targeted

Small cetaceans (i.e., all toothed whales, except the and the driver for these hunts is the lucrative aquaria

sperm whale, including dolphins and porpoises) are industry (see Chapter 10). Recent news from Venezue-

hunted in all geographic regions.  Their meat is used la indicates an increase of dolphin consumption due to

for human consumption (see Chapters 3, 7, 8) with sig - the economic crisis and in the Tristao Islands, Guinea,
QLAFDQW KHDOWK ULVNV IRU FRQVXPAHMKH UWHR QEKRDBAMHHOO WO\ EHIDQ XWLOLV
and for traditional and religious purposes (see Chap - at least two other countries, Ghana and Ecuador, dol -

ters 3, 5 and 9). In recent decades, the use of dolphin SKLQV DUH EHLQJ XVHG DV EDLW LQ 4VK
PHDW DQG IDW DV EDLW LQ FRPPHUFL [x€e Ghalters)3 andy 4K Odvhrhepcralisktidn of dolphins

sed exponentially and, in some places, has even over - is fuelling regional and international trade, whether

WDNHQ LWV XVH DV IRRG VHH &KDSW alike\or ddad)(§ee Chdpters S\aRd DO
increasing commercial value of dolphin meat, a gradu -
al transition between targeted hunting and commer -

cialised bycatch has been documented (see Chapters
y ( P hibited by national law or regulated by quotas, hunting

3, 4 and 5). The most recent information indicates an
FDQ FROWLOXH DOPRVW X%LQGHUHG G>
LQFUHDVHG XVH RI GROSKLQV DV EDLV%HL W ZDWHU 5HHWYV

(see Chapter 4). Worryingly, in regions where dolphin ODFN RI'SROLWLFDO zLOO
P : yingly, g P OHJLV WKRXVD%GV RI VPDOO FH

PHDW LV UDUHO\ FRQVXPHG WKH\ DUEDI}I_\INO AVKHUV W

decimate or eliminate supposed competitors for de

FRQWUDU

National legislation is poor or inadequate. Even in tho -
se countries where the hunting of small cetaceansispro -

E
ORQJOLQH 4VKHULHV VHH &KDSE
\

WR VFLHQWL4F DGYLFH DXW
SOHWLQJ 4VK VWRFNV VHH &KDSWHU
JUDQW VLJQL4FDQW DQG XQVXVWDLQDEC

The conservation status of small cetaceans has signi - despite one local population being threatened with ex -

AFDQWO\ ZRUVHQHG RYHU egpdcidiyfav G HtirdiahHsée Chapter 7), whilst low abundance of small

species with small geographic ranges and those inhabi - FHWDFHDQV LQ -DSDQ DUH OLNHO\ b UHV?>

ting freshwater and coastal habitats. Whilst bycatch re - se hunting (see Chapter 10). However, cases from seve -

mains the main threat, intense hunting, especially over UDO FRQWLQHQWY VKRZ WKDW OHJLVODYV

an extended period, is detrimental to small cetaceans if properly enforced (see Chapter 11). We call on coastal

ZLWK WKHLU ODWH PDWXULW\ ORZ QXEfesitt iniplowe +heB ledistafion @il @nforcement re -

maternal care and long lifespan (see Chapter 10). Due to garding global hunting of small cetaceans and urge rele -

dwindling numbers of target species, others are increa - vant international fora, such as the IWC, the CMS, CITES

singly targeted in hunts around the world (see Chapter DQG WKH &%' WR LQWHQVLI\ WKHLU HeRUW
-W LV QRW RQO\ WKH VKHHU Q XP E Hd nRR¢afa@né. M¢ hlSoX &)l Gpdn WHMERAE ahd, wherere -

that has a negative impact, but also the potential disrup - levant, national governments, to introduce guidance on

WLRQ RI WKHLU VRFLDO VWUXFWRE H V nathnsae/18veR bf mEréuvy 2nd attier téxins found

ledge (such as migration routes, hunting techniques in small cetacean meat (see Chapter 13).



2. An Overview on Global Hunts

This report provides an overview of the volume and recent developments in th
DQV DQG WKH GL*HUHQW UHDVRQV

e global hunt
IRU W KRRHQ WXUIQWV RAD

ing of small cetace -
WBEHOHWRWLKHYV ZLW I

DUH OLVWHG JLYLQJ LQVLIJKWY RQ WHKHMHWB QW WHESHVSRHIFK K@ VW 2 WK IS WGHY LR XV

Hodgins, 2018) served as the basis for the table, with updates from recent stu
trends in the extent of hunting — although hunts are increasi
e.g., in Peru or Senegal (Ingram et al.
KXQWY YDU\

UDQJLQJ

dies that helpe

Y DQ :DHUdd&.H219; Mintzer et al., 2018)
IURP

FRPSHWLWLRQ IRU 4VK

d us identify recent

ngly covert with dolphins no longer landed openly,

. Motivations for the

IRRG D QG WKULIG LE\DLLIRAD R W B HNALIOEHWQDIW R LFX OO L Q J

Table 1: Countries with the largest numbers for small cetacean hunts (based on Altherr & Hodgins 2018, with updates from recent papers

and reports: Ambie et al., 2023; Dolphin Project, 2023a,b, 2018; Campbell et al., 2022a, 2020; Cerchio et al., 2022; COSEWIC, 2022; Dolman et

al., in prep.; Ingram et al., 2022; Félix et al., 2021; Fielding & Kiszka 2021; Frost et al., 2021; Kumar et al., 2021; NAMMCO, 2021b, 2018b; Szakal,

2021; Sun-ae, 2021; Anderson et al., 2020; de la Puente et al., 2020; EJF, 2020b; Harwood et al., 2020; Miyeon et al., 2020; Reeves & Lee, 2020;
Andrianarivelo et al., 2019; Lee et al., 2019; Segniagbeto et al., 2019; Temple et al., 2019; van Waerebeek et al., 2019; Obienu, 2018; Torres,

2018; Jaiteh et al., 2017; Deslie et al., 2016; Teh et al., 2015jigures are likely to be underestimated as reports of catches are often anecdo-

WDO LQGLYLGXDOV WKDW DUH VWUXFN DQG ORVW DUH QRW LQFOXGHG LQ R]JFLDO 4JXUHV Q
GL]JFXOW WR DFTXLUH ZLWK LQIRUPDWLRQ IURP KLJK VHDV 4VKHULHV VFDUFH DQG SDWFK\

No. | &DWF K| &R X Q W Uargeted species 7\SH GHW|DLOV
& trend THUULWRU\ of hunt
1 10,000 — Peru GXVN\ GROSKLQ %XUPHLVWHU V SRUSRLVHH |FBBBEAR@PGROSKLQ ERW!
15,000 GROSKLQ ORQJ EHDNHG FRPPRQ GROSKLQ \ EfRoHuigiQQHG SLORW ZK
(--) ORQJ 40QHG SLORW ZKDOH 5LVVR V GROSKLUQ@iretedvimisNLOOHU ZKDO
NLOOHU ZKDOH SDQWURSLFDO VSRWWHG G R @harkdofs, reRPPRQ S\JP\ E
ZKDOH &XYLHU V EHDNHG ZKDOH VRXWKHU® ULJKW ZKDOH GROSKL!
tucuxi
2 Close to Ghana SDQWURSLFDO VSRWWHG GROSKLQ FO\PHQH tafsd®a® )UDVHU V GF
10,000 URXJK WRRWKHG GROSKLQ 5LVVR V GROSKL|[xonmmrRrRRIREGY ERWWOHQRYV
x GROSKLQ $WODQWLF VSRWWHG GROSKLQ@Q |0 o6ycaichnddrértédd ZKDOH OF
FRPPRQ GROSKLQ PHORQ KHDGHG ZKDOH VKRuharaid,G SLORW ZKI
GZDUI VSHUP ZKDOH VSLOQQHU GROSKLQ S\J)Rpedt$,@elsHU ZKDOH &XYl
EHDNHG ZKDOH
3 Close to Nigeria common bottlenose dolphin, clymene dolphin, pantropical spotted assisted bycatch
10,000 GROSKLQ $WODQWLF KXPSEDFN GROSKLQ VKE&BIWME)EHDNHG FRPPRQ (
X 5LVVR V GROSKLQ SUREDEO\ DOVR $WODQWILF VSRWWHG GROSKLQ
4 5,000-10,000 | Brazil boto, tucuxi, Guiana dolphin, franciscana, common dolphin, false directed hunts
» NLOOHU ZKDOH $WODQWLF VSRWWHG GRIO® H (larpd®msQétd) RSLFDO VSR
spinner dolphin, clymene dolphin, striped dolphin, rough-toothed (including gillnets),
GROSKLQ FRPPRQ ERWWOHQRVH GROSKLQ RIRW WHAQ @H B PLDCFR(M VE K
JUDVHU V GROSKLQ GzZDUI VSHUP ZKDOH
5 > 5,000 Venezuela ORQJ EHDNHG FRPPRQ GROSKLQ FRPPRQ ERWMQedQURI¥ H GROSKLQ E
x tucuxi, Guiana dolphin, spinner dolphin, clymene dolphin, Atlanti ¢ (harpoons, nets,
spotted dolphin, Guiana dolphin UL5HYVY PDFKHWH
6 > 5,000 Greenland KDUERXU SRUSRLVH QDUZKDO EHOXJD OR({dirdcieQ huGts$haO-RW ZKDOH
X $WODQWLF ZKLWH VLGHG GROSKLQ ZKLWH EHRRHK/ GBOBHWL QQHW YV
7 several Taiwan, PoC | VKRUW 4QQHG SLORW ZKDOH FRPPRQ GROWHkc@nmércisligerl by -GROSKLQ
1000s GROSKLQ RUFD IDOVH NLOOHU ZKDOH SOQOQNLtHtEhSdiIrEded hvissRW WHG GR
. dolphin, striped dolphin, rough-toothed dolphin, common bottleno - | (harpoons, spear,

VH GROSKLQ -QGR 3DFL4F ERWWOHQRVH @GR
GROSKLQ VWULSHG GROSKLQ &XYLHU V EHO
ZKDOH JLQNJR WRRWKHG EHDNHG ZKDOH %
S\JP\ NLOOHU ZKDOH

@IBHrb@tioR)Q GR 3DFL4F KX
NHG ZKDOH PHORQ KHI
ODLQYLOOH V EHDNHG Z




No. | & DW F K| &B X Q W Uargeted species 7\SH GHW|DLOV
& trend THUULWRU\ of hunt
7 several Indonesia S\JP\ VSHUP ZKDOH RUFD VSLQQHU GROSKL|Qlire¢tsdrhunte 4QQHG SLOF
1000s 5LVVR V GROSKLQ )UDVHU V GROSKLQ -0HD4tDe& GetsGR mensLQ PHOF
. ZKDOH IDOVH NLOOHU ZKDOH SDQWURSLFDOpha®2RMWNHG GROSKLQ
ERWWOHQRVH GROSKLQ -QGR 3DFL4F HRW W|@kpRARNEH GROSKLQ %O
EHDNHG ZKDOH &XYLHU V EHDNHG ZKDOH
7 several SouthKorea | —-QGR 3DFL4F 4QOHVV SRUSRLVH FRPPRQ GR|@SHeRialyedd RUW 4QQHG
1000s (= Republic ZKDOH 5LVVR V GROSKLQ 3DFL4F ZKLWH VL pBhjdatct Rup®KedQ FRPPRC
O" of Korea) QRVH GROSKLQ %DLUG V EHDNHG ZKDOH & X|Yycdtth ieS)HDNHG ZKDO |
JHU V EHDNHG ZKDOH RUFD IDOVH NLOOHOHWKDOH %ODLQYLOOH
KDUERXU SRUSRLVH 'DOO V SRUSRLVH
7 several India *DQJHV ULYHU GROSKLQ -QGR 3DFL4F 4QQH VdreSt&bh&®LVH VSLQQH
1000s FRPPRQ GROSKLQ -QGR 3DFL4F KXPSEDFN G|RdlIBes) Q —-QGLDQ 2FHEC
07 KXPSEDFN GROSKLQ -QGR 3DFL4F ERWWOHQRVH GROSKLQ FRPPR
QRVH GROSKLQ SDQWURSLFDO VSRWWHG GROSKLQ 5LVVR V GROS
11 > 2,500 6UL /DQNI|D VSLQQHU GROSKLQ FRPPRQ ERWWERMD\R [cHMG&@aiskdlfy - -QGR 3D
>< QRVH GROSKLQ VWULSHG GROSKLQ SDQWV R &ich,Ditecte8 RMISVHG GRO
GROSKLQ URXJK WRRWKHG GROSKLQ )UDWHUhadhdehBrpodnsl. Q FRPPRQ
PHORQ KHDGHG GROSKLQ S\JP\ NLOOHU ZKD|Wéts, dinénte) NLOOHU ZK
sperm whale, pygmy sperm whale, southern bottlenose whale
12 2,000-2,500 | Canada EHOXJD QDUZKDO KDUERXU SRUSRLVH ZIKA WireckeHluNMHG GROSKLQ
7 white-sided dolphin KDUSRRQV ULS5SHV
incidental bycatch
13 up to 2,100 Faroelslands | ORQJ 4QQHG SLORW ZKDOH $WODQWLF ZNH @] diretcteGiiisGROSKLQ ZK
7 dolphins, common bottlenose dolphin (northern bottlenose whales (acoustic drive hunt,
DUH WDNHQ LI VWUDQGHG NQLYHV
14 < 2,000 Japan 'DOO V SRUSRLVH GDOOL DQG WUXHL W\SH VYdirevtgsdhunits 4QQHG SLOF
5LVVR V GROSKLQ 3DFL4F ZKLWH VLGHG GR ¢ @dtousfic dridehurts, NLOOH U
@ pantropical spotted dolphin, striped dolphin, common bottlenose harpoons, spears,
GROSKLQ %DLUG V EHDNHG ZKDOH URXJK WRRWAKH® GROSKLQ PH
KHDGHG ZKDOH +XEEV EHDNHG ZKDOH JLQNJR WRRWKHG EHDNHG
-QGR 3DFL4F ERWWOHQRVH GROSKLQ S\JP\ VSHUP ZKDOH GZDUI \
whale, Northern right whale dolphin, orca
15 100s to few Malaysia spinner dolphin, common bottlenose dolphin, pantropical spotted commercialised by -
1000s GROSKLQ -UUDZDGG\ GROSKLQ -QGR 3DFL4|FFDOQVFHKY R SRRIBWKQHV \
(%] regular directed hunts
15 100s to few Madagascar | —~QGR 3DFL4F KXPSEDFN GROSKLQ -QGLDQ 2[diedkuhBsaD-FN GROS
1000s VSLQQHU GROSKLQ )UDVHU V GROSKLQ RUF|pooAs] @iReQuint$)DGHG ZKEL
(%) -QGR 3DFL4F ERWWOHQRVH GROSKLQ “directed bycatch”
17 up to 1,350 6W 9LQFHXMODQWLF VSRWWHG GROSKLQ VKRUW 4@QH ¢disdcedRMvhtE KDOH VSLQQ
» the Grenadi- | )JUDVHU V GROSKLQ RUFD IDOVH NLOOHU ZKD|QdrpdohsjVR V GROSKLQ
nes toothed dolphin, melon-headed whale, dwarf sperm whale, pygmy
NLOOHU ZKDOH FRPPRQ ERWWOHQRVH GROSKLQ *HUYDLV EHDNHG
clymene dolphin, striped dolphin, pantropical spotted dolphin
18 100s to > Solomon SDQWURSLFDO VSRWWHG GROSKLQ VSLQQHUdeRrt&@yts) 5LVVR V G
1,100 Islands JUDVHU V GROSKLQ &XYLHU V EHDNHG ZKD OHaceudts &ivebuntsi F ERW W
. dolphin, common bottlenose dolphin, striped dolphin, melon-
KHDGHG ZKDOH IDOVH NLOOHU ZKDOH URXJK WRRWKHG GROSKLQ
19 < 1,000 Guatemala spinner dolphin, striped dolphin, common dolphin, common directed hunts
? bottlenose dolphin (harpoons)
20 ~ &0 86% $ODYheDga directed hunts (har -
O SRRQV ULS5HV QHWV

There are several other countries that continue to hunt small cetaceans at simi
VXFK DV &aDPHURRQ &RORPELD

*DPELDS®9LDQEA P D U RZMHE HIK

we have not included these countries in the table.

lar levels to the USA (few hundreds),

HOBIKNQRJ PRUH UH
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3. Small Cetaceans as Food

$TXDWLF ZLOG PHDW LV GH4QHG PV SUiRGEXFAKWUHRAVR TXDQGLQJIJY KDYH VHYHL

tic megafauna, such as mammals, reptiles, seabirds,
VKDUNV DQG UD\V &06
cetaceans are exploited as “marine bushmeat” in West

and raised particular concern for the future of the At -

$W OHDVW OBRFMLIHV RXREEDPN GROSKLQ

An increase %f small cetc'glce%n hunts_has also been
KXPSEDEN ROSKL

$IULFD RQH RI ZKLFK LV WKH $WODQWLF

This dolphin is restricted to the coast of West Africa
and, as a direct result of exploitation by both incidental
and directed catches, is listed as Critically Endangered
by the IUCN Red List (Minton et al., 2022; Collins et al.,
2017). The use of small cetaceans has been reported for
several West African countries, including Benin, Cape
Verde Islands, Cameroon, The Gambia, Ghana, Gui -
nea-Bissau, Guinea, Mauritania, Nigeria, Senegal,
Togo (Segniagbeto et al., 2019) and the Democratic
Republic of Congo (Mbungu Ndamba et al., 2023). Di-
rected captures are common in both  Ghana (see Case
Study 1) and Nigeria , where the hunting of dolphins for

ERWK KXPDQ IRRG DQG IRU 4VKLQJ EI.?_ILnV\S/ aVH
KDV EHHQ RQ WKH ULVH GXH WR WKH lil:lt-?X \W

QRPLF VLWXDWLRQ VHH 7DEOH
Senegal where despite protection, the landing of and
trade in dolphins is a secret yet considered common
practice (Segniagbeto et al., 2019). Landed dolphins are
mainly used as food either locally or in areas further
from the coast; however, they are also used in traditio -
nal medicine (Ingram et al., 2022). Furthermore, Bamy
et al. (2021) noted concerns over the beginning of uti -

EXW DUH D

highlighted in other African countries, including the

Republic of Congo (Collins et al., 2019, see photo ab -

ove) and Kenya 0ZDQJR PBtEH 2021; Temple et

al., 2019). Only recently, the use of dolphins as food

was reported from Sao Tomé and Principe (Matos et

al., 2023; Nuno et al., 2023) — a practice not documen -

ted from this country before (Segniagbeto et al., 2019).

Cerchio et al. (2015) and Andraninarivelo et al. (2019)

reported thatin Madagascar -QGLDQ 2FHDQ KXPSE
GROSKLQ DQG ERWWOHQRVH GROSKLQV L
hunts and that bycaught cetaceans are landed for con -

sumption or sale. In Mozambique , the demand for

aquatic wild meat leads to directed and opportunistic

wel agsL lfulaarvsevvir';| Uof tranded individuals
U 2IAET T SR ’

alive or dead (Reeve-Arnold et al., 2020).
VR NQRZQ TURP )

The use of aquatic wild meat is not limited to the Af -

rican region and is in fact on the rise in Asia due to

increasing human population (Ingram et al., 2022),
population reductions in species that have been tra -

ditionally targeted, diminishing returns from tradi -
WLRQDO 4VKH EtlaH,\202%, i\ an increase in
PDUNHW GHPDQG IRU PDULQH PDPPDO SU

OLVDWLRQ RI GROSKLQ PHDW E\ 4VKHUADIDW 7UL¥OMD RV kM GFIRX®W U LHVieRl 6 RXW



nam, Cambodia, Myanmar, Philippines, Indonesia, Some species of dolphin have been hunted extensive -

Malaysia and Thailand ) report previous or ongoing O\'LQ SDUWV RI WKH 3DFL4F ERWK IRU
directed hunts for marine mammals and the utilisa - sistence purposes and more recently for commercial
WLRQ RI RSSRUWXQLVWLFDOO\ IRXQ @Gaih,@ithlsdhieGexnBiting highy UaWed bis food items,
Lai, 2017). In Sabah, Malaysia, although dolphin hun - PHGLFLQH DQG DV FXUUHQF\ MHZHOO}
ting has decreased since the 1980s, it still occurs, with Oremus et al. (2015) estimated that more than 15,000
dolphins from both deliberate hunts and bycatch still GROSKLQV ZHUH NLOOHG LQ WKH YLFL
XVHG DV IRRG IRU WUDGH DQG DV V KbtheNsSdombWslafds L QeQuddn 197/ @nd 2013, with
phins were reportedly the most hunted species, fol - anecdotal reports suggesting that these hunts areon -
lowed by bottlenose and spotted dolphins (Teh et al,, going and may have occurred in other communities
—-Q UHDFWLRQ WR GHFOLQLQJ 4V &veY iveRpad decalle (BeeKRHQQ 1)/ IAQditionally, there
and consumption of small cetaceans has become are - are reports that incidental catches and drive hunts
latively new practice in the villages Lamalera and La - may have occurred on an opportunistic basis in other
PDNHUD -QGRQHVLD DQG LV EHOLHYH® WRDEH. RQ ¥ L2 OMKL@F WHKB 6 RXWK 3DFL4F
VLQJ 'ROSKLQ 3URMHFW E -Q WIKSdHbsSHdnceLiifing of \dolphR$ ([dugong and turt -
local communities have recently developed a taste les) in the region is no longer considered sustainable
for small dolphins (Ingram et al., 2022) whilst in India , because of cumulative impacts from other threats,
dolphin hunting for human consumption remains at such as increasing human populations, coastal de -
high levels, such as in Kerala, where dolphins are re - velopment, pollution, underwater anthropogenic oce -

JXODUO\ KXQWHG DQG P& bNA2WH@ .X&Dndise and new harvesting/capture technologies
LQ ODOSH .DUQDWDND DQ HVWLPDWHSPREP, 2628)\\hDvFeMdd, @he ddiltidits note that there

caught for human consumption every year (Kumarran, is a growing awareness of the non-consumptive value
2012). In contrast, small cetacean hunts are decreasing DQG EHQH4W RI VPDOO FHWDFHDQV WR
in Japan (see Case Study 9). (e.g., boat or shore-based tourism activities, such as

whale Watchirttjy?_.'
'"HOLEHUDWH WDNHV RI VPDOO FHWDFHDQV D DOVR WKRXJKW

WR EH SUROL4F LQ /DWLQ $PHULFD nQewstril domhaBities in2 RUsQi&R B&Eugas are still ta -
basin of the Amazon River, at the border between  Co- NHQ RFFDVLRQDOO\ HLWKHU DV D UHVXC
lombia and Venezuela VPRNHG PHDW RI WKHOHMWD/R@W E\ VKRRWLQJ DQG WKHUH DUH
5LYHU GROSKLQ RU ERWR LV PDOREWHMXBVIWKNWKWPHIRW RRPH VWRFNV DV D UH)
land tapir, a dish traditionally consumed by local com - ZLWK LQFUHDVLQJ FRDVWDO 4VKHULHYV
PXQLWLHV )XUWKHUPRUH WKH GRO SGhapier\6 &t Q). Kidtlermnbré] @ndcéptal consump -
FUHDVLQJO\ PDUNHWHG WR WUHDW V \tRisaVdIBhin Réabih Elrogerhas also recently been
derived respiratory ailments (Mosquera-Guerra et al., documented, e.g. in France (see Case Study 2).
"RUU\VLQJO\ VLQFH MUCH
the authors have documented a el :
VLIQLAFDQW LQFUHDVH
of boto, primarily for bait, but more
recently for human consumption.
Additionally, the Global Organized
Crime Index (2023) noted increa -
sed poaching of dolphins and other
aquatic wild meatin Venezuelaforlo -
cal consumption. In the Caribbean ,
small cetacean hunts have increa -
sed and expanded to new countries
such as Cuba (Rodriguez-Gonzalez
et al., 2019) whilst in St Vincent and
the Grenadines , as a consequence
of declining pilot whale populations,
hunters are more frequently targe -
ting other species of small cetacean 4 o : it
(see Case Study 12). Fig.1: 6RORPRQ -VODQG V GROSKLQ KXQW k 'ROSKLQ 3URMHFW

=l 1 l\
> Ll

]
v



7KH ODUJHVW GRFXPHQWHG WDNH RI VPBO ®RFHAXUDFHQ @0 W@ ZW \RW KM WL :
5HIJLRQ VHH )LJ 7KLV KDV WHPSRUDOO\ FRQQ FLDAMRX B VVWRK ¥ Q/4AMKG LHOA SGIHF |
VPDOO SHODJLFVY VDUGLQHOODV D QFKR YAHINVD GHEEM FPBM)OINdBsYiflU WKH SDV
FDSLWDO LQWHQVLYH 4VKLQJ PRVWOU 5RBWXFIHZG RE WL/ WD@MWW ZO®AH KDV (¢
HFRQRPLF DQG VRFLDO RUJDQLVDWLRQ RQ®RRFO HNKHQ JSRRREIAM\L B LIHO/X
%HUNRZLW] 'ZLQGOLQJ 4VK FDWFRHAMKD® 8 \UHBKWY Rat BIVEAY, WNIH \
UHVXOWLQJ LQ KLIJKHU VKDUN ODQGLBKWEXRFEDXWH® P R UIKB@EWUeRAF DRV G R O S
WKH SRYHUW\ OHYHOV ZLWKLQ VPDOORVSKQLE £YKBW FKRPY XHHOLBV DG PD L
DGGLWLRQDO UHVRXUFH ERWK IRU KXPD@ FBQMXPEWILWRQ DQG WXHUEBDYH Et
E\FDWFK DVVLVWHG E\FDWFK DQG WDUJHWHIRQBEGQBWRRUUNWGEHFRPLQJ LQF!

In western Ghana, over 18 species of dolphin, including the

phenotypically uniqgue West African “spotted spinner” (Segn i-

agbeto et al. DUH EXWFKHUHG DQG VPRNHG IRU W

DQ LQFUHDVLQJ SRUWLRQ LV QRZ XVHG IRU EDLW

GXH WR DQ LQFUHDVHG GHPDQG IRU VKDUN 4QV I

et al. 'XULQJ D VXUYH\ LQ WKH 4VKLQJ SRUW I
YDQ :DHUIEdHN IRXQG VLIQLAFDQWO\ ORZ

GDLO\ FDWFK UDWHYV DQG D VLJQL4FDHQW DOWHUL

FRPSRVLWLRQ FRPSDUHG WR VXUYH\V 4YH DQG \

7KHVH 4QGLQJV DUH OLNHO\ OLQNHG WR D GHFOLQ

ce and the authors noted that as a result of ongoing removals,

the West African population of clymene dolphin is showing si  gns of a population collapse, similar to

observations made in bottlenose dolphins. Stricter controls at ports and the increased butchering

DQG XVH RI GROSKLQV DW VHD DV EDLW DIOQ/R HFROQWRUBXWHG WR MRDOMK

WLPH WKH XVH RI GROSKLQ EDLWHG ORIKQH CPIDQHKVS5ERBHSWRLHEG RO RDVHLWRQH

GHQFHG DV D QRYHO VKDUN DKHBUBIXWWRQY GBYVHIE VLIQLAFDQW FRQFHUQ

KXQWYV PD\ LQFUHDVH WR FRPSHQVDWH IRU ORVW ERHRPH IURP GLPLQLVKI

T 4l

Fig. 2: Heads Tursiops © COREWAM

:LWKLQ WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ (8 DO WIORSIKRB/REGSMH® VURPHGHWUEHRUDWH |
have been several cases of dolphin carcasses showing evidence of butchery  in north-western France.

$ UHFHQW YLGHR VKRZLQJ WKH KDXOLQJ RI D Y¥YKPRUIQIHGROGKWRHSRIGGEW
French vessel indicates the intentional catch of dolphins (Sea Shepherd, 20 22), raising questions over

the enforcement of relevant legislative measures. It remains unclear whet her the deliberate catches

of dolphins by French vessels are to eliminate unwelcome compe titors (see Chapter 6) or aimed for

consumption — as indicated by recent incidents. The consumption of small dol phins and porpoises in

WKH QRUWKZHVW RI )UDQFH KDV EHHQ N QRZHUWZXIUR K JW RN V6 KR K MER. WM L FKQ :
NLOOLQJ WKURXJK WKH LQWURGXFWLR@ RI WXH WXEKWIDINDF WMLFHHR/WZ N BIH
underground and little evidence was apparent. Yet, in 2003, carc  asses of stranded dolphins on the

JUHQFK $WODQWLF FRDVW ZHUH IRXQG WAHKBNWKEUHBRAMHEGHWRBELBQ/G IFRXAWV '
&RQVHUYDWLRQ DQG LQ D GR OBKN @ H\LKV K HFBFDRMWHYG RIDVWR XEQ G EHD
in southwest England (Anon., 2012). The most recent case was reported in August 2020, when the

remains of a butchered dolphin were found in Brittany, western France (Fra nce24, 2020).



Due to its durability in salt water, dolphin blubber (and and Senegal (Segniagbeto et al., 2019) as well as from

PHDW LV D SUHIHUUHG 4VKLQ&tBDLWGKHMDVUERWDZDWHKBR 5HHWYV (-) D-E LV
2018). The practice of using small cetaceans as bait in cern (see Case Study 4).

GL*HUHQW W\SHV RI 4VKHULHV LV-NQRZQ WR EH JHRJUDS

K
. . . . ) Large-scale hunting of dolphins to l?e used as bait in
cally widespread, especially in South America and Asia
. . ) VKDUN 4VKHULHV KDV EHHQ MQRIZQ WR
(Mintzer et al., 2018) but recently also in West Africa,

some. time (see_Case Stud)ﬁ 3); _however, recent evi -
ZLWK ORQJOLQH 4VKHULHV IRU VKDUNV WKH PRVW GRPL .D(t)hW
dence points to an increasing use’in other South Ame -

gear-type used (Mangel et al., 2010).

ULFDQ FRXQWULHYVY DQG WKHUH LV VLJ
Although the utilisation of dead bycaught individuals WKH\ DUH LQFUHDVLQJO\ EHLQJ GHOLEHL
as bait was thought to be common, this practice hasin - purpose. In Ecuador LQ WKH V LQGLYL
FUHDVLQJO\ GHYHORSHG LQWR DefG L UitFe\WpbGedNdhbrpbor8dblphihE tH 2Qsed as bait.
al. $OWKHUU +RGJLQ Vetal.,, 2010.E U D\dre than twenty years on, Castro et al. (2020) repor -
At least 30 species of small cetaceans (marine and WHG RQ WKH SUROL4F XVH RI SDQO@WURS
IUHVKZDWHU VSHFLHVY VHH DOVR &KDKWRHW 4QQHGNGCGR2QWRKDOH S\JP\ NL

EH XVHG DV EDLW ZKLFK RIWHQ LQY ROYIHH@MAI4EHHU VW B N CCCH@QSKLQLG DV

IRU WKDW SXUSRVétal., RI20; SbtxdD Bt al., 4VK DJJUHIJDWLRQ GHYLFHV )$'V DQG
2018). While in some countries the practice is thought SUDFWLFH LV OLNHO\ WR H[SDQG UDSL
to have ceased, in others it has recently expanded and VHG GLUHFW N et@QIQ(2018) déserdétlilcases of

LQ VRPH DUHDV WKH PDUNHW YDOXHGRIOGRD@KADQUWFDV VEHD/LWLWK WKHLU 4QV
VWURQJO\ FRUUHODWHG ZLWK WKH YRODXWKRIVHKWDNMY QRRZXREWU PD\ QRW PH

weighs its value as food (Mintzer et al., 2018; Campbell Mammal Protection (MMPA) imports rule by which it

et al. ORVW UHFHQWO\ QHZ 4QGLQUW LIQ®PIBIAJWHRDNLOO PDULQH PDPPDOV L
Atlantic coast indicate an increase in directed hunts SRUWY 4VK DQG 4VK SURGXFWeafaL,QWR \
on small cetaceans (see also Chapter 3) for their use 2023; NOAA, 2023).

DV EDLW LQ GHFOLQLQJ VKBtEIN2a22KHULHV _%g)%tDa? IRXQG WKDW H R

Barbosa-Fi
Mintzer et al., 2018). The increased use of cetaceans as
. YLHZHG 4VKHUV LQ VBN KHQM Z2DEREREW
EDLW PDLQO\ IRU VKDU NYan&] NiggR&UJWHG TURP



WKH XVH RI GROSKLQ IDW DV EDLW The®ue of mirineNmarkhzals\aR bait is also escalating

meone who had caught cetaceans. There have been in Asia, supported by the commercialization of trade

reports of human consumption of cetacean meat in SRUWHU /DL $ UHFHQW REVHUYD
QRUWKHDVWHUQ %UD]LO DQG UHFHQ rtd iQ GrLlaudkd dicatdsithiai\thaie ks \Wlandestine

if unsuitable for human consumption, stranded indi - WUDGH LQ GROSKLQV IRU EDLW LQ VKDUN
YLGXDOV DUH PRVW OLNHO\ XatHG D WelEab fovéonstigtibhlby pydpl®living in non-coastal

2022). The use of Guiana dolphins by local communi - DUHDV 3RUWHU /DL -Q WKH ZRUO(
WLHV LQ WKH /DNH 0DU DvereiuEIR HasY W HIR/ KIQQ J 5 Hnddiesia Qhand-speared dolphin (pro -

been recorded for decades and the illegal hunting for bably of the genera Tursiops and Stenelld) are used as

meat, bait and religious rituals continues today, with bait for longlines (Jaiteh et al., 2017). Recent informati -

an increase in recent years (Siciliano et al., 2023; Bar- on has put the spotlight on large-scale use of dolphins

rios-Garrido et al., 2021; Bricefio et al., 2021), at least DV EDLW IRU V KaiwhNege Dand BouthiKorean

SDUWLDOO\ GXH WR WKH HFRQRPLF FORQUWLEIBMVRLQJ 5SHHWYV VHH &DVH 6WX

Documented since the 1990s
DQG OLNHO\ RFFXUULQJ IRU VRPH
WLPH EHIRUH BHUXYLDQ 4VKHUV
KDYH EHHQ NQRZQ-WR NLOO WKRX
sands of dolphins every year to
EH XVHG DV EDLW LQ VKDUN 4VKHU
LHVY 9DQ :DHUHEHHN S5H\HV
$OWKHUU +RGJLQV
YDQ :DHUHE&.H2018 —
see Fig. 3). Recent interviews
ZLWK 4VKHUV VKRZHG WKDW WKLV
LV D SDUWLFXODU SUREOHP LQ WKH
EOXH DQG PDNR MKDUN ORQJ
OLQH 4VKHULHY ZKHUH WKH PD
MRULW\ RI E\FDXJKW GROSKLQV
DUH VWLOO DOLYH E X% &3p1eE 2B usiegninle, Mundo Azul
N L O @&nhtpbell et al. /IRQJOLQH 4VKHUV UHSRUWHG XVMXLQJ WGROSSKLQV
trips/month) from either harpooning or the exchange of carcasses from g illnet vessels. Four species
DUH PDLQO\ XVHG DV EDLW GXVN\ ERWWOB®R\HD O @&/ PRPPRHL G\WWB B8 KM @F
(Campbell et al., 2020).

-Q 3XFXVDQD H RI 4VKHUV ZRUNLQJ LA BXWHMB WHKLIH) MVAH RH BIRHO'SKQQGQV |
sumption or as bait (Pefia-Cutimbo et al. DQG D FRQVHUYDWLYH HVWLPRWH RI WDNF
al. (2020) is around GROSKLQV SHU \HDU LQ MXVW WKH WZBOERMUHUVRI SRIRXV D C
D ORZHU XQNQRZQ QXPEHU RI GROSKLQV &QHYWRARHHIGH bB &saEnikedHW LQ JLO
WKDW XVDJH UDWH DQG SUDFWLFH DUH 3WHWPX /D[ WRHIQ R MWYKHH B RIDRVUANV V$ IDFORRU
LOWHUYLHZV ZLWK 4VKHUV KDUSRRQLQRYGROBKHQDKIWWVWGCHF GHEDIEGEY KRZI
XQNQRZQ ZKHWKHU WKLV LV DWWULEXWDVEORQW RV PID®D OQ BUGRY 8 IGL QD ZHRIJS
4VKLQJ FRPPXQLWLKNI. &DPSEHUSLWH WKLV LW ZDUUDQWYVY FR@NHUQ WKD
4VKLQJ LQGXVWU\ LV IXUWKHU Hf&.D2026,IDQkkerty éi aO RORIXeAsRildthe hun -

ting of dolphins as bait will also expand.
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Several governments provi -
GH VXEVLGLHV WR WKHLU 4VKLQJ
VHFWRUV DOORZLQJ WKHP WR 4VK
beyond their territorial wa -
ters, to travel farther, stay at
sea longer and catch more
4VK WKDQ WKH\ FRXOG QRUPDOO\
DeRUG WR &laQ 20R3)H
7KHVH GLVWDQW ZDWHU B5HHWYV
') WDUJHW KLJK YDOXH 4VK
in locations where governan -
ce and enforcement are limi -
WHG SULPDULO\ LQ WKH 3DFLA4F
East Africa, and West Africa.
The clandestine nature of the
industry has led to illicit ac -
tivities and increased illegal,
unreported, and unregulated
-88 4VKLQJ 6WLPV Ff@ 4: Taiwan - Distant Water Fleet © EJF

%HWZHHQ DQG &KLQD DQG 7DLZDQ BHSOHVHDRED® QH Hr}AU WHLQ
FRXQWULHYVY ZDWHUV ZLWK -DSDQ 6RXWHKVROWDRQD @& B %R WL QHH RF KH URHU W
QRWKLQJ LV NQRZQ DERXW WKH SUDFRWA RKY RID ERDPUG DVIGVEHBOINLQ DQG
mited information on Taiwan and South Korea (see below) as de  spite its importance to international

trade and economics, the DWF industry largely remains a mystery, shroude din an opaque operating

system that limits information (Stimson, 2019).

$OWKRXJIJK WKH KXQWLQJ DQG NLOOLQJ7BLZIROCBKH. @\D Z V LRV RIK/LVEIL INDIVGEL FE §
activities of several vessels from the Taiwanese DWF SUHGRPLQDQWO\ ORQJ OLQH 4VKHUI
VKDUNV VKRZHG WKDW GROSKLQV DUHHGBHD EBDH WD WVH® \R KXIRW HAVIKRHUXS/X U S
DV IRRG PHGLFLQH DQG WULQNHWY YHWV)HOV HQ POKGWQIIUDHFYWH Y HG W
WLRQ RI IDOVH NLOOHU ZKDOHV DIWHUY & WR RIXNH WM WHHWIH DKM USY UG P B
with a rope attached, the crew reported that they were made to catch dolphins a s they surfed the

bow waves of the vessel, “hunting them until they were all caught”. Individuals were then left to the side

of the boat while they waited for the dolphin to tire. If they wer e still alive when hauled on board,

they would use a car battery to electrocute and stun the dolphin. Crew estimat ed that they would

catch six to nine dolphins at a time and estimated that on thei  r most recent trip (3 months in dura -

WLRQ WKH\ FDXJKW DSSUR[LPDWHO\ BROGE LIQ Y HERR 6 SVKLLPGH ¥ FDKW D Q G
VKDUNV WR RWKHU YHVVHOV WR XVH DV EDLW (-) E

Despite similar legal protections in place for cetaceans, investigatio  ns into the activities of the DWF

of South Korea revealed multiple incidents of directed hunting of cetacean s. Even when caught by

accident, regulations require that cetaceans are released, w here possible alive. However, of the 54

IRUPHU FUHZ PHPEHUV IURP GL HUHQW YHM\MHA@W G GIHW D MOKHRG/ H Q@A D
LQFOXGLQJ 4VKLQJ LQ SURKLELWHG JR®REWLQIWRB&WUSHKUPL VWDISRMD DQV D
Korean crew to catch dolphins, to extract their teeth, livers, and genita  Is before discarding their bo -

GLHVY DW VHD (-) D :LWK DURXQG H $RXWHKONREBDNQQJI)XB KNHKQXPEH!
GROSKLQV EHLQJ NLOOHG LV WKRXJKW WR EH VLIJQL4FDQW
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River dolphins are particularly vulnerable to anthropo - Dolphin oil is used as medicine against rheumatism,

genic impacts due to their limited range in intensively nervous and respiratory disorders, whilst both oil and
used freshwater systems. The impact from direct har - PHDW DUH XVHG DV EDLW IRU ODUJH 4V
vesting is estimated to be particularly high due to the (Kibria et al. %RUGRORL 6DKDULD

FRPELQDWLRQ RI RWKHU WKUHDWYV O NIDHet &I\ RD20) F\Kithie theP Bfaldr@pbitra River sys
pollution (Ingram et al. .ROL S btNaQ R020). tem, almost 100 boats are estimated to use dolphin oil
.LOOLQJ IRU XVH DV EDLW LV WKH P D hasha kepresbrifingtar ldstimalte@ 35-HR ddlishins per
WKH *DQJHV ULYHU GROSKLQ LQ &R XWeHr, hekeDcurreRt®y loSp-9@RIolphins are thought
al., 2020) and the Amazon river dolphin, in South Ame - WR UHPDLQ .RQAL,S2D20 @M literature the
rica (Mintzer et al., 2018). rein). Alam et al. (2020) found indications of an increa
sing use and demand of dolphin products in Bangla

—-Q WKH ODNDKDP U lndéhesia% fRéJiQaidd -
Q ! desh. whic ma)(/\}r'i:gger more directed hunts.

G\ GROSKLQ LV SULPDULO\ WKUHIKWHQHG E\ E\FD LQ 4V

ies; however, deliberate hunting further contributes to In South America, river dolphins are regularly exploi -

WKH VSHFLHV G H Feédal.Q2a19)%rumlia QtheO O ted as bait (van Damme et al., 2023; Mintzer etal., 2018;
harpooning of dolphins was prohibited in 1972, but +HUUHUD 7UXMLOOR 7TUXMLOOR $C
WKLY ODZ KDV SURYHQ WR EH ODUJH @nhe ¢ehtie oHdrilgiENY (dedDCasé Btkidy B)Y Mosquerra-

use nets to catch dolphins instead, coined “assisted Guerra et al. (2022) also found evidence of widespread

incidental capture” (Mintzer et al., 2018) and although use of Amazon river dolphin as bait in the piracatinga

WKH XVH RI GROSKLQ RLO LV LOOHJD O0O4\VKH UBoBvR CblbinbiaGVen@zGethU VEndHPeru .

JXLVH RI 4VK RU OLYHVWREAH, 2020). .RIO P&D&hD Bolivia, dolphin oil is sold to cure chest

Recently, populations of the endangered Ganges river DLOPHQWY DQG $PD]J]RQLDQ FLW\ GZHOO
dolphin in the Brahmaputra River system in both  India perceive the value of boto body parts as love charms

and Bangladesh have decreased at an alarming rate (Gravena et al., 2008).

DQG SRDFKLQJ WR SURGXFH GROSKLQ RLO LV D PDMRU UHDVRQ

12



Fig. 5: Boto used as bait, Brazil © Veronica Iriarte

Populations of the Amazon river dolphin (“boto”) and the tucuxi are in steep d ecline and both species

DUH OLVWHG DV (QGDQJHUHG E\ W kthl-32Z daldivakt W %UDXMUWLQ GD
6LOYD ZDUQ WKDW WKH SUREDEWE®LY WKHHORM[WJ WKBWERWR ZH $FF
Siciliano et al. DPXOHWYV DQG WULQNHWY PDGH RI WXFX[L UMHWYX DUH VRO

Since 2000, the Amazon river dolphin and the tucuxi populations in the Mamir aua Reserve in Ama-

]JRQDV VWDWH %UD]LO IHOO E\ H DQ étal.,2018aHMBththisdedlikk@on GD 6L O YD
sistent with the start of using river dolphins as bait (Campbell et al., 2022b). In Brazil, the use of
GROSKLQV DV EDLW LQ 4VKHULHV LV FRK$SWHKKHR VQ YRHDU L&QRF XD WOIW W G %
Filho et al. RU LQ WKH $PD]JRQ ULYHU EDVLQ WRVKDWFHKFRHYD HDW L QUMD D
Marmontel 2013 a,b). 7KH XVH RI ERWRYV VHH )LJ KDV IXUWKHU LIJRQHDVHG \
EDVLQ GXULQJ WKH ODVW GHFDGH DQG KDW W KBEMeEVdiGCiHevaSetBILHY PDMR
2022; Mintzer et al., 2018). According to several sources bait derived from a singl e boto can yield a

UDQJH RI HNJ RI SLUDFDWL Q Jbrs. pohthQIDZB FPRnehthXedl 2QLB), and

ZLWKLQ WKH ODPLUDXE 5HVHUYHIDORQGRO®RYRKDQY XD BLOFRVMADWLQID 4V|
mated (da Silva et al., 2011). In addition to the hunting of dolphins in Mamiraud, the recent high mor -

tality of dolphins due to the severe drought may be relevantt o the population trend in this region

JHUQDQ GR [gdisXddrhi®. 20R3).

7KH %UD]LOLDQ JRYHUQPHQW LPSRVHG JD MR/KBIWRHVY XBRRQ 3LUDFDEXMQ4VK
continued unabated with poaching of both boto and tucuxi (da Silva et al., 2018b). Despite pressure

IURP 4VKHULHY DQG DWWHPSWV WR HVWMEBDDVW W KWHKKVHR R D /RW HXIR) 2 WYV
ded in 2020 and again in 2023, this time for an unlimited duration (Ministry of Fisheries, 2023; da

Silva et al., 2022; Beltrao et al., 2017). 3SLPHQMM D O ZDUQ WKDW W K'lsWedplhe & O\
under the carpet” DQG WKH SUDFWLFH ZLOO FRQWLQXH EXW LQ D PDQQHU LQYL

Since 2000, the use of dolphins as bait in the Tocantins and Gua ma Rivers in the Tocantins basin
have been documented, raising concerns over the fate of what has been propose d to be a new
species Inia araguaiaensis + U E ét Bl., 2014), as the Tocantins basin is isolated from the remaining
Amazon basin (Mosquerra-Guerra et al., 2022).
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Despite longstanding claims that cetaceans compete with and without dolphin depredation and that dama -
ZLWK KXPDQV IRU 4VKHU\ UHVRXUFHVIH WRZLQKLKYLEHDQFBADY LQIUHTXHQW

suggests that the contrary is true. Cetaceans play a
i, . . o 7KH FXOOLQJ RI VPDOO FHWDFHDQV E\ 4\
critical role in primary productivity in the ocean (see L .
. . of decimating alleged competitors has been conduc -
Chapter 12), thus the recovery of dolphin populations . ) . .
ted in the past e.gz in the Adriatic Sea and in Norway
/

ia
WR SUH H[SORLWDWLRQ OHYHOV FRXOQOG, D R(?J LWK EHWW 4
. Meliado et al. %WRZHQ LGJDUG D Q
heries management, support the recovery of depleted ) c

still common_practice in several countries, such as In-
4VK VWRFNV +RZHYHU WKH NLOOLQJ RI 8ROSpKL V \rIIVR HOLP_I|_§DWH

. dia, Madagascar, Japa
an alleged competitor has been documented around ) .
Cerchio et al., 2014: Nishi, 2010: Loch et al., 2009). WWF
WKH ZRUOG DQG LQ WKH YLHZ RI GZLQGOLQ{J 4VK VWR LV
O UDWH NLOOLQJ WR U

F
. VWV GHOLE
expected to further increase.
4VKLQJ WRJIHWKHU ZLWK NLOOLQJ IRU E

7KH DWWLWXGH RI 4VKHUV WRZDUGYV a6 éhgothi thi@al to Rdab tiv@ridolpHih&whilstin Bra -

riverine) are often hostile (e.g., Campbell et al., 20224, ]JLO —-ULDUWH ODUPRQWHO E - QRWHC
E DV WKH\ DUH EODPHG IRU GZLQG6OLXEHKWRZRDINGY RBWP VIRFPQ ULYHU GROSKLQV
plistically portrayed as “pests”, a reputation that is sumed D FDWDO\VW HeHFW IRU WKH WUDQVL

VHW WR LQFUHDVH ZLWK FRPPHUF L Dt©Ointutiétaltapgture dn@ compeidf kethdval” . In Nige -

O\ 4VKLQJ GRZQ WKH IRRG ZHE WDUWJHWRQIKLREY WURSKLHQ DV HQHPLHV RI 4
level species that were economically less relevant in dingly, bycaught small cetaceans are not released but

WKH SDVW $LQOH\ 3DXOektal, 2006YVLQIQWRHQQWLRQDOO\ NLOOHG %DEDOROVD

JXUWKHUPRUH GROSKLQV DUH HYLGH(BakadeshR SIWHEDWH GRKWWHG WR LQWHQ
IURP QHWV RU KRRNV UHVXOWLQJ L Qycalyhy Hophihk BLOpuBishiéng far &amaging nets

4VKLQJ JHDU DQG LQ ORVV RI FDSW X DéwbugsGRichrhenX @ aV,12Qe0).thiydtmar FRQS5LFWYV

nue (e.g., FAO, 2022; Pardalis et al., 2021; Snape et al., EHWZHHQ GROSKLQVY DQG 4VKHULHYV DUH
2018). However, Cruz et al. (2014) studied interactions often report dolphins predating their catch and it is un -
EHWZHHQ 5LVVR V GROSKLQV LQ WKHFJRDWDQ WR WKHHNWIKHWRAUVQRW WKLV EHKDY I
hery for veined squid, and showed that there was no of food or out of convenience (WWF, 2022). Crews in

GL*HUHQFH LQ WKH PHDQ ZHLJKW RI| Vawan&eOdn) Sodtls Kbr@arW LY JOLQH 4VKHULH\
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EH RUGHUHG WR NLOO E\FDXJKW GROSKLIQYWHQMIR@DWVHKRWRUNLQFH RQO\
losses (EJF, 2020a,b) and recent incidents in France (see WKH LGHQWL4FDWLRQ RU OHJDO FRQYL
&DVH 6WXG\ LQGLFDWH WKDW VRPH tét$ oMhest dim&Quail) 2046p THe &Lithor also noted

in retaliation for suspected competition. DQ DSSDUHQW LQFUHDVH RYHU WLPH Z

WDNL SODFH VLJImdica have) LVKH
-Q 1RYHPEHU IRXU RUFDV KDG WDN% WH 8% 2 )

been co% Ia|n|n about doI hins turning over their
UDU\ UHVLGHQF\ L QGreehkaid ) priRwtidg P g P 9
. . . ) 4VK WUDSV DQG WDNLQJ WKHLU 4VK DQ
local whale-watching operators with a thriving busi

. threatened to retaliate against the dolphins there is no
ness. However, hunters blamed the orcas for eating i . i
concrete evidence that this has occurred, yet there is
all the seals and proceeded to shoot and harpoon

thf\eA})otentlal for harm Researchers are currently wor -
WKHP 7KUHH RI WKHP VDQN ZKLOVW PHD

I[URP
WR DVVHVV GHSUHGDWLR HYHQW
fourth was put up for sale despite the advice from Q Q
health authorities advising people not to consume

lop mltlgatlon strategies that will either prevent or mi -
) QLPLVH WKH H*HFWV RI WKH GHSUHGDW |
orca meat because of the extremely high levels of pol
lutants (KNR News, 2021).

2 6 X O OpeksDc@mm. 2023).

$V WKH LQWHQWLRQDO NLOOLQJ RI GR
PDQ\ FRXQWULHV DFFXUDWH 4JXUHV D
EXW DQHFGRWDO GDWD LQGLFDWHV W
VDQGV RI GROSKLQV PD\ EH LQWHQW|
E\ 4VKHUV DURXQG WKH ZRUOG HYHU\

The Panhandle region of the Gulf of Mexico, United
States of America , is an area where an alarmingly
high number of dolphins are fatally wounded by guns -
hot, hunting arrows or sharp tools. However, of the
documented strandings of dolphins with evidence of

-Q FRQWUDVW LQ VRPH UHJLRQV 4VKWRYIKDX\H SHRWDWH Y@ VD W WH WDXIGH Z R U V k
VDFUHG EHLQJY DQG LQFUHDVLQJO\ DURXQKMGWRYE IMKHLE WRXUDSBUHFOXH 7K
KLJK UDWH RI UHOHDVH H RI OLYH ENMalxydid WABHRGEK,2Q23). IFQr dvér 'd EeAtDry,

in the city of Laguna on Brazil's VRXWKHUQ FRDVW 4VKHUV KDYH ZR/KNGREOSKRQNUD R U QKEO:
tor et al., 2023). In some parts of Inda 4VKHUV UHYHUH PDULQH PDPPDOV DQG HHIRMYKL QYK
HQKDQFHV 4VKLQJ FDWFKHVY DQG WKDW VRPH GROSWQ VIRYMHBKDWDOH 4VK LQW

Much of the negative attitude towards dolphins could be addre ssed with increased education as to their inva -

luable role in marine and riverine ecosystem health. Knowledge of dolphin b iology and life history could further
FRQWULEXWH WR FRQS5LFW PLWLJDanal RQrl)sRdwet @ YheWkeQitErrkaneamIeE h O Gidece ,
WKDW ERWK WKH GHSWK RI QHW VHWWL QJHD@GERWULWDQW R D QWWUWRDQ LUHIG XHF L
QHW GDPDJH QRWLQJ WKDW HQYLURQPHQWDO HGEMKBDRWLVK® ZRKWD G QRUHKDIEDW W L
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In a few countries around the world, the hunting of hunt, the Government of the Faroe Islands limited
small cetaceans is legal. Some hunts are managed un - the hunt by introducing a provisional quota of 500
der self-imposed quota whilst others are not regulated dolphins a year. This arbitrary number is not based
DQG KXQWHUYV FDQ WDNH DV PDQ\ LQ ®h ¥dliG pdpeavom datavaat ha® imrd a symbolic
than a regulative role, as prior to the hunt in 2021, for
the period 2000-2020, the annual catch of white-si -
ded dolphins was an average of 211 individuals/year

Only since 1993 Japan’s Fisheries Agency has been
setting quotas by species. Until 2006, a quota of 940
bottlenose dolphins, 450 striped dolphins, 420 spot -

WHG GROSKLQV 5LVVR V GROSKL gy\a/roya Ian\(/j?ésa'/rtij V%/ozélsé'r) I5e|i_|mabeiti, 2023). There

SLORW ZKDOHV DQG IDOVH NLO O HUE PAECEE O Bigtwhapsepbgtiepage dolphins

WKH FRDVWDO WRZQ 7DLML 6LQFH Wefﬁéses\/b”ﬁyH7 /H TXRWDV EH

gan to decrease annually but were accompanied by Greenland (see Case Study 6),Canada, the USA and

WKH DGGLWLRQ RI QHZ WDUJHW -V S HRukdihVare. ihe kehiainingocdRTies, where quotas

nell, 2022). The same authors noted that a total catch DUH R]JFLDOO\ VHW IRU VSHFL4F VSHFLH
GHFOLQH LQ 7DLML IURP LQ SHDNHHOWUWMG WR UHSRUW EDFNCé&gawKHLU
down to 241 more recently (2015-2019) indicates ade - DQG WKH 86% VSHFLHV ZLWK QR TXRWD
cline in availability of target species and called for all will but are meant to be recorded. In Canada, a quota

guotas to be greatly reduced to stop what appears to LV VHW IRU QDUZKDOV RQO\ 5HHYHV /
be substantial population declines. Importantly, they for other small cetaceans (Watt, 2021). For belugas,

also pointed out that the quota does not function to the Inuit communities and the Canadian Government

OLPLW WKH FDWFK 2QO\ LQGLYLGXDRNYWHHSRUYWG\DE HYLIHOOORSGH®RUUHJLR QDO
WDNHQ OLYH IRU WKH HQWHUWDLQ P HQMWboNL §y&agy, WD \b&lugas Brie XahiadHaanually

and there are no estimates of cryptic mortality, all (Breton-Honeyman et al., 2021). Over the period 2017-
leading to a gross underestimate of the damage the 2020, Canada reported catches of between 699-919
hunt is causing to dolphin populations. belugas and 662-782 narwhals per year (NAMMCO,

2021b, 2018b) however, these numbers do not in -

In 2022, after international outcry at the slaught -
FOXGH VWUXFN DQG ORVW DQLPDOV DQ

er of 1,423 Atlantic white-sided dolphins in a single
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communities for both species are incomplete (Watt, with hunting equipment. In 2021, the TAC for belu -
2]FLDO FDWFK 4JXUHV IRU KD UdamXslB5SaRHOBR InVadant years quotas have not
ZKLWH EHDNHG DQG ZKLWH VLGHG G BeorSriet. QuditdRall) RACs HdrLfauxWorcas and ten

but harbour porpoises are hunted “fairly regularly” in EHOXJDV ZHUH LVVXHG IRU VFLHQWLA4F
Labrador (COSEWIC, 2022). KDQFH 4VKLQJ LQ WKH 6HD RI 2NKRWVN
There are indications that small cetacean hunts in To receive a quota for the purpose of Aboriginal Sub -

Canada are on the rise. Since 2000, the community sistence Whaling from the IWC, countries must provi -

RI 8OLNKDNWRN KDV VWDUWHG RSSROM SQIRWRW IRA WHKOGXWLD R ME® VIRU ZKDOH
(Collings et al., 2017) and Inuit in the province Quebec needs calculation often does not include meat and

are presently lobbying to lift a local beluga hunting blubber that is retrieved from the many small cetace -

EDQ LQ SODFH VLQFH HQ JHIBA, ansttatd@ buvitddDocally (e.g., Ministry of Fisheries,

LQ DGGLWLRQ WR WKH R]JFLDOO\ KX Q018)&G mactice &hidh KakDaen3dpehtedly criticised

year (Frost et al., 2021), bycaught harbour porpoises E\ 1*2V HJ $:- $OWKHUU /RQVGDOH
are also used for human consumption (Kunze, 2020). ZLWK RWKHU GROSKLQ KXQWV QHLWKI
In Russia, the Federal Agency for Fisheries issues ‘to - and lost animals are included — despite the rate of

WDO DOORZDEOH FDWFKHYVY RU 73%3&V ORVVEBPBUXXPHE&EMMWMRHEHDRIGIK H J D OR\
orcas. These TACs are then shared out into quotas DVVXPHG IRU QDUZKDOV LQ &DQDGD G5HH®

IRU VSHFL4F FRPPXQLWLHY DUHDV % hh@ X¥réDndvidkalskwh@ bétd@e le@rapped in the
WKH ZDWHUV Rl &KXNRWND DQG WKHLFRXXQ/G DBRN HUKQHPH QWO OHG DQG XVHG
purposefully subsidises communities providing them

Seven species of small cetacean are hunted in Greenland. Only two — belugaand na  rwhal — are hunted

under quota although hunters are required to report their catch of all spec ies. Records show that a

total of 103,899 small cetaceans have been hunted in Greenland since 1993, inc  luding 9,589 belugas

DQG QDUZKDOV +RZHYHU LQ DGGLWUR® UNVRWDU RBN N Q@ G DCFRE\RW AWM WV D |
XQGHUVWRRG WKDW D VLIQL4FDQW QXPE K@ RHOPDWWHG 'RGEDRG X-HORG3/J1QV

7KH *RYHUQPHQW RI *UHHQODQG VHWYV TRRWDVY ZIRWOGD QU B Y W/X ¥ IV RE DI W
VFLHQWL4F DGYLFH IURP 1%$00&2 \HW LQ UNFEQMQ\HQBVHWD KD ®\GYILG!
1$00&2 D KDV UHSHDWHGO\ UHFRPPHRG HEGE DWHURWTXRWBNYV GXF
rious concerns regarding their conservation

VWDWXV 1HYHUWKHOHVV LQ

advice of zero quota, the Government issued

hunters in Ittoqqortoormiit, South of Kangerlus -

suaq and north of Tasiilaq narwhal quotas of 20,

15 and 15 animals respectively. —Q UHFHQW

EHOXJD TXRWDV KDYH EHHQ VXE

WKDQ SUHYLRXV \HDUV ZLWK 1%

WHGO\ UDLVLQJ FRQFHUQ RYHU

WKH EHOXJD KXQWYV LQ (\MAMMCG,U t

2022a), yet despite this, a quota for 30 belugas

was issued in 2023.
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Five species of small cetacean are permitted to be

hunted without quota. Recorded data does not

GLVWLQJXLVK EHWZHHQ $WODQWLF ZKLWH VLGHG DQG
ZKLWH EHDNHG GROSKLQV DQG DOO KXQWV KDYH RF
curred without a full assessment of the status of

either at species or population level. Nonethe -

OHVV WKHUH KDV EHHQ DQ LQFUHDVLQJ WUHQG LQ FDWFK
QXPEHUV VLQFH GDWD UDBéRan@MalEHJID Q

in prep.). Between 1996-2021, a total of 416 orcas

were recorded as hunted in Greenland (Dolman

et al. .LQ SUHS DQ(_; LQ 1$00&2Fig\_/6:60/0FHLOHX?sN|I3_§
Committee noted that the continued harvest may

MHRSDUGLVH WKH VSHFLHV SUHVHQFH LQ VRPH DUHDV

(NAMMCO, 2022a). No assessment has been un -

GHUWDNHQ RI WKH LPSDFW RI *UHHQODQG V ORQJ 4QQHG

pilot whale hunt (NAMMCO, 2022a), yet, as with

other species permitted to be hunted, there has

been an increasing trend in catch numbers since

data records began (Dolman et al., in prep.). Con-

cerns have also been raised surrounding the num -

ber of harbour porpoise hunted each year as ma -

nagement advice from NAMMCO has not yet been

implemented (NAMMCO, 2022b). 'HVSLWH D ODFN RI

SRSXODWLRQ GDWD PRUH WKD-Q Fig.7: IKRN ERXHWHRU*UHHQODQG k 5RE/RWW :'&
SRLVHY DUH UHFRUGHG DV EHLQJ NLOOHG HYHU\ \HDU

although interviews with hunters indicate that

PXFK ODUJHU QXPEHUV DUH WDNHQ 7KLV LV SDUWLFX

ODUO\ FRQFHUQLQJ DV LW LV DVVXPHG WKDW WKLV SRSX

ODWLRQ PD\ EH JHQHWLFDOO\ GLVWLQFW IURP RWKHU
SRSXODWLRQV DQG VKRXOG EH FODVVL4HG DV D QHZ

VXEVSHF&B V& a.(2021; NAMMCO, 2019c).

E
WWDN *UHHQODQG k 5RE/RWW :'&

A recent review of small cetacean hunts in Green -

land recommended a robust and comprehensive

small cetacean monitoring and assessment pro -

gramme to understand the status and trends of

local populations as well as encompass urgent Fig.8: 2UFD WRRWK QHFNODFH *UHHQODQG k 5RE/R
implementation of (precautionary) measures for

all small cetacean hunts consistent with interna -

tional conservation management recommendati -

ons (Dolman et al., in prep.). In 2023, IWC Scien-

WL4F &RPPLWWHH H[SUHVVHG FRQFHUQ UHJDUGLQJ WKH
sustainability of small cetacean hunts in Green -

land and recommended that Greenland follows

WKH VFLHQWL4F UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV IURP 1%00&2

and the JCNB (the Canada Greenland Joint Com -

mission on Narwhal and Beluga) on sustainable

removals and instigated an intersessional review

of the progress of previous recommendations

made by the Committee (IWC, 2023). Fig. 9: Narwhal blubber, Green Arctic Food © WSPA



8QIRUWXQDWHO\ WKH GHFOLQH LQ WKH QXPEHUV RI VPDOO FHW
the same pattern as has been seen in commercial whaling with the most valuable species
GHSOHWHG 4UVW IROORZHG E\ OHVV GH
.DVX\D %URZQHOO

Small cetaceans are hunted with nets, spears, hand KROH DQG VXEVHTXHQW SOXJJLQJ RI
KDUSRRQV UL5HV PDFKHWHV RU L Qg&lUHalrthis reduQed/ time taJdedth (Gilhooly, 2013)

KXQWY DUH XVHG WR KHUG FDSW X UWbwdvep Gretirin@rian ahbRbeRaViolrdl analysis of

small cetaceans, a practice used in the Faroe Islands available video documentation indicates that death

(see Case Study 7) and common in Japan. During the is not immediate and instead paraplegia (paralysis of
-DSDQHVH KXQWYV GROSKLQV DUH YV XHe kodyj i/ihdGcediirth @Rt enly@ecurringasare -

VHV FUHDWHG E\ WKH 4VKHUV EDQJL Qsliltkiraurta dnd gRaQud BiaWd@3s (Butterworth et

poles. This confuses the dolphins and they are sub - al., 2017, 2013). The authors state that in no way does
sequently herded into the bay either for slaughter, WKLV NLOOLQJ PHWKRG FRQIRUP WR WK
live capture or sometimes, release. Vail et al. (2019) ment for “immediate insensibility* and would not be

highlighted that the prolonged and strenuous chase, tolerated or permitted in any regulated slaughterhou -

as well as the use of sound barriers to enable their se in the developed world.

herding, capture, and restraint, causes dolphins acute

concerns on huntm% methods, the number_and fate
VWUHVY DQG LQMXULHV WKDW UHQGHU WKHVH K WV LOQOKHUHQW
VWUXFN DQG ORVW LQGLYLGXDOV I
O\ LQKXPDQH 7KH\ DOVR DOOXGH WR, FDSWXUH PéRSDWK\ .
ath data have repeatedly been raised wheQ it comes
ZKHUHXSRQ HYHQ GROSKLQV WKDW DUH HOHDVHG DUH OLNHO

to small cetacean hunts in Greenland . The number of
WR VXeHU OLIH WKUHDWHQLQJ WUDXPD
LQGLYLGXDOV VWUXFN DQG ORVW GXUL

Shortly after the Oscar-winning documentary “The varies depending on region, hunting method and hun -

Cove” shone a global spotlight on the Japanese town ter experience, as well as species behaviour, time of

Rl 7DLML D QHZ NLOOLQJ PHWKR-G Zy»d aBdHnweati@RcBridiGond/(RolBidhH et al., in prep.).

vent blood loss in the water. In place since 2010, this 7KH DYHUDJH DQQXDO VWUXFN DQG OR
method involves cutting the spinal cord by repeated LV DQ DGGLWLRQDO H RI WKH QXPE

LQVHUWLRQ RI D VKDUS PHWDO URG L @AR(Gdid¢ eGaR 2BIR)LVilIst TRradRES it has been
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UHSRUWHG WR EH DV KLJH&t d,2020H BWdEstUAlith and are now listed as Critically Endange -
$WODQWLF ZKLWH VLGHG DQG ZKLW lkedENroN HGl.,GRD Salihs@hal.20LH) and clymene
VKRW E\ UL5H DQG WKH VWUXFN b QGGCRROWWLOVWMH) PDKHEHWHILRQ DUH RQ WKH |
tremely high (NAMMCO, 2022a). The number of indi - FROODSVH 9DQ etiaH RPOHY (dd¢ Khapter 3).
YLGXDOV VWUXFN DQG ORVW LQ KXQWV DURXOG WKH ZRUOG DUH .

Compounding the threat, hunters are selective in the
not accounted for and therefore the total number of

LOGLYLGXDOQY WKH\ WDUJHW .DVX\D |
GHDWKV IURP KXQWLQJ LV OLNHO\ WR E VLIJQL4F(?QWO\ KLJKPU
the largest and hence oldest preferred. Hunters

wit
'"HVSLWH D FHVVDWLRQ LQ KXQWLQJ RIQE HDXH QOO &RIRN -HJOPASWH DUH NQRZQ
Canada , the cumulative impact of past hunting pres - QDUZKDO RYHU IHPDOHYV JLYHQ WKHLU Y
sure and present anthropogenic activities means the Canada, hunters are required to select for males and
population is not recovering and continues to decline. WR DYRLG NLOOLQJ IHPDOHY DQG \RXQJ
7KH VRXWKZHVWHUQ *UHHQODQG -VWRM®EN. Hriceesdveral harwhd popHldtions in Greenland
tirpated as a direct result of hunting and several other are small and declining in number, unsustainable hun -
narwhal populations in Greenland DUH TXLWH OWNOIOLWRXWWLQJ WKH VSHFLHV DW ULV
be next (Ugarte et al., 2020). (Heide-Jagrgensen et al., 2020). Besides the potentially

GLVUXSWLYH H*HFWV RQ UHSURGXFWLRQ WD
GXDOV PD\ KDYH ZLGHU LPSOLFDWLRQV '

LQFOXGLQJ D ORVV RI FXOWXtUDO NC
al., 2012) which may have long-term implications.

Unfortunately, elsewhere in the world, several targeted
populations of dolphins and small whales have already
been decimated. The disappearance of melon-headed
whales around the islands of Malaita in the  Solomon

Islands is suspected to be the result of drive-hunting *LYHQ WKH HQRUPLW\ RI ZHOIDUH DQG
(Reeveset al. ZLWK D VLPLODU LP-SDF WioR {npVidatiohsWkeldt€d to hunts which are

ned pilot whales and orcas in S t Vincent & the Gre - considered legal and in places, managed, the

nadines J)LHOGLQJ .LV]IND $DWPRBEQW LRA XXPHHEE@IF NQGXUHG E\ LQ
dolphins have faced persecution along the coast of whales and dolphins in illegal hunts around

the world is of grave concern.

Fig. 10: Dolphin drive huntin  7DLML -DSDQ k 'ROSKLQ 3URMHFW
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2YHU WKH ODVW GHFDGH )DURHVH ZKDODOHUWILKDRW RKDOHYE D@GDYHGRQ
D \HDU VHH )LJ :KHQ D SRG RI ZKDOBV RUJICGROGKLY W DO /& WIWAHF |
and confusing them with their boats, hunters drive the pod, sometimes ov er long distances, into
GHVLIJQDWHG NLOOLQJ ED\V 2QFH LONVK\DO GORY H/® WA W RDWKRIXEGREKR (
DQLPDOV DUH SXOOHG DVKRUH RQH E\ R@H HOD/KJHHQ HLWKI$Q INIDDODMH G ZLW
a spinal lance thrust in behind the blowhole, with multiple stabbings not uncommon. Despite the

intent, the animals do not lose consciousness, nor do they die because o  f cutting the spinal cord,

but as a result of gradual blood loss (AWI et al., 2023a; Mamzer 2021). It was only as recently as

2015, that hunters needed to be

FHUWL4HG ZKLFK LV JUDQWHG DIWHU

watching a training video before

WDNLQJ SDUW LQ D KXQW O0OLQLVWU\ RI

Fisheries 2022).

The cruelty of Faroese whale
and dolphin hunts have been
criticised by animal welfare or -
ganisations and veterinarians
for many years (e.g. Butter -
worth, 2023; Simmonds et al.,
2021; EIA, 1986); however, the
September 2021 hunt of more
than 1400 Atlantic white-sided
dolphins caused an internatio -
nal outcry. The European Union
and its Member States that are Fig. 10: 6PDOO FHWDFHDQV NLOOHG LQ WKH )DURH -VODQGV
3DUWLHVY WR WKH - QWHUQDWLRQD® @QRQ YKDWLQRXY +RB:W KHFBRHSIW OB QYRD |
blicly condemned the cruelty of the hunt and  “called upon the Faroese Government to immediately
VWRS WKH RXWGDWHG SUDFWLFH RIWCKEG/HSB,QER1)GEACSKI v@Rrea¥s@ W L Q J
UDLVHG E\ WKH IROORZLQJ -:& 6& ' PHHWLROO@RWHYYV WHKAWORF N RH V SH
tus (IWC SC, 2022), and at the IWC 68 meeting (IWC, 2022). The response of the Faro ese Government
ZDV QRW WR EDQ GROSKLQ KXQWY DV HWSHRSAOBYRXWKG ERWEKRIV)
those hunts (Gallup Poll, 2022) but to set an annual catch limit (2022-2025 ) of 500 Atlantic white-
sided dolphins (see Chapter 7).

While the grinds have been conducted for cen -

WXULHY )DURHVH VRFLHW\ KDV FKDQJHG VLJQL4FDQWO\
and whale meat is no longer a vital part of the

Faroese diet (Mamzer, 2021). Recent polls sho -

ZHG WKDW Rl )DURHVH SHRSOH QHYHU RU UDUHO\
participate in hunts or have not done so for over

10 years (AWI et al., 2023a). The Faroese health

authority regularly issues warnings to no longer

use pilot whale meat for human consumption

due to its high levels of contaminants (see Chap -

ter 12). Nevertheless, the hunting of small ceta -

ceans continues unabated. Fig.11: )DURH -VODQGV k (ULN &KULVWHQVHQ &&
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With all small cetaceans listed at least in CITES Appen - QDUZKDO WXVNYV WHHWK HLJKW VNXO
dix Il, their international trade is managed and limited within the period 2012-2021 (UNEP-WCMC, 2023a).
to a small number of species, and in the case of meat/ .

Yet trade can also be on local or national scale, for
EOXEEHU WR D VSHFL4F QXPEHU RI FRXQWULHV RU H%DP .

example when traded as bait, food, or as medicine or
MHZHOOHU\ $ 5RXULVKLQJ QDWLRQDO W1
FRXQWULHVY H J *KDQD 3HUX DQG 6UL /

ple, small cetacean meat is traded between the Faroe
Islands, Greenland, Denmark, Norway and Iceland .

Whilst narwhals are traditionally hunted in Canada . .
ters 3, 4 and 11) and is not covered by CITES obligations,

and Greenland as food, the commercial value of ivory o !
aIthouEJh may be regulated or prohibited by national
UHPDLQVY DQ LQFHQWLYH IRU WDUJHVIVeLi8 ODUJH "WXVN EHDUL(¥
wW

ation. In Greenland, the main commerma]]product
PDOHV 5HHYHYV /HH VHH &DVH X G\ 6PDOO
IURP ODUZKD X WL(%_'J LV WKH PDWWDN
FHWDFHDQ GHULYDWLYHV VXFK DV QDUZKDO WXVNVY DUH P .
wi primarily sold to consumers in Sou -
D
S

~

. . . . whales,
ant to be strictly controlled, with exporting countries

WKZHVW *UHHQO 86 ZLWK WKH UHWDLO
HQVXULQJ WKH WDNH LV QRW GHWULPHQFWDO WR WKH SXODWLR(?
- . L LQFUHDVHG H[SRQHQWLDOO\ TURP "NU N
(by the provision of a Non-Detriment Finding, NDF).
. ) 'NU NJ LQ +HLGH -°UJHQVHQ - (OVH
The 2023 CITES NDF evaluation for marine mammals : :
erner_(2021) noted that dolphin meat is imported to St.
LQ *UHHQODQG FRQFOXGHG WKDW WKH FDWEK RI IRXU VWRENYV
Lucia from St. Vincent and the Grenadines  (SVG) (see
RI QDUZKDO -QJOH4HOG %YUHGQLQJ OHOYLOOH %D - WWRTTRU
.. .. . also Chapter 12) where products from small cetaceans
toormiit and Tasiilag), beluga whale in East Greenland
. : DUH ZLGHO\ IRU VD CGeHal.,2620RWHledai
and harbour porpoise, exceeded sustainable levels. . ) .
prices for do'iphm meatin Ghana are 55-545 Euros, de -
+HQFH DQG LQ WKH DEVHQFH RI VFLHOWLA4 DVVHVVPHQWYV
SHQGLQJ RQ WKH GROSKLQV VL]H- ZLWK

for most other species regarding the sustainability
of the catch, “an NDF declaration cannot be made”
for any small cetacean species (GINR, 2023) (see Case
Study 8). The EU has treated all cetaceans as Appendix

| species since 1984, meaning that all commercial trade ) . .
. - . rey Bernus, pers. comm. 2023). In Asia, there is growing
is prohibited; yet products can be imported under the . . .

commercial trade in marine mammal Q/roducts (Porter

KRXVHKROG DQG SHUVRQDO HeHFWV H[HPSWLRQ ZKLEK L[ .
and Laj. 2017), despite it bein |Ilel9a in most countries.
XVHG WR JUHDW HeHFW ZLWK WKH LPSRUWDWLR RI RYH

GDU\ PDUNHWYV FRQVLGHUDEO\ K&tJKHU °
al., 2019), whilst in Martinique , where hunting of dol -

SKLQV LV WDNLQJ SODFH LQ WKH QRUWK
PHDW LV VROG IRU DSSUR[LPDWHO\ (XL
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One of the main concerns for narwhal populations is overharvest ing in some parts of their range

1$00&2 KRZHYHU WKHUH LV FXUUHIQWXDWLERROLWKIDBEHLIQQ QDU ZKTE
ULVNLQJ WKH SRWHQWLDO H[WLUSDWKRQ JXKI @R RI)MH SSRI)SXDWANVRW K DW RE
SRUWDQW ORFDO IRRG VRXUFH DQG RDLQWH WXKH P BFMR W XWDhE HNJYDRSIL QD R Z
WKH FRPPHUFLDO YDOXH RI QDUZKDO SURGXBWWRLY BHRDNHR/U FRBWULE X7
utilisation is part of an extinction spiral where the increasing economi c incentives drives the hunting,
and the increasing demand for the hunting product leads to increasing prices. The costs may increase
simultaneously but they are partly compensated by government subsidies, and therefore the harvest
is still increasing which leads to reduced abundance and range contraction s (Heide-Jgrgensen, 2021).

7KH LQWHUQDWLRQDO WUDGH LQ ZLO G DWRXAF KG \Q DO EZ KB D VW S V\NVE MVRDP Q&
WKH ODVW GHFDGHV IURP WXVNV LQ WK WRHU WX¥NRILIOO QZUZKDO
exportedto China LQFOXGLQJ DOPRVW WKUHH TXDUWHUV RIBD@GO&0EVNY EHW

D 7KLV JURZWK LQ WUDGH LQGLFDWSRVD/QHMFOHPNHQIJWRHWKGIGFOR
QD V GRPHVWLF HOHSKDQW LYRU\ P D UINRHQ\D O QP H G LOEQa®, R2BGRsigY UD G L W
QL4FDQW FRQVHUYDWLRQ FRQFHUQ LV X\OK4DD/® MWK LY\ D QWKUHH B D IUQY H WW [RG H
WKDW PD\ KDYH GHFOLQHG RU DUH DOVR NEEMHEW HUR KWQRQRO MW PIGHH
LQ *UHHQODQG VDZ D VLIJQL4FDQW LQFDBDBVM ZIRQW X V N2 \M KS R UMHHHGY KQ
SDUHG WR MXVW WZR WetlalV20e3b)Q $: -

In 2022, a study found that the combined impact of overharvest ing, a declining proportion of fema -

OHV DQ RYHUUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI ODW DK ® MXH\H Q QGEHY AD¥NKRY EF@D G H
LPSOLFDWLRQV IRU WKH VPDOO QDUZKDIRX\WWR SSXBD\DW RR G UR M& &.DR>»GW KBl U\E
2022). The long-term impact of bias-based hunting on narwha | populations has not yet been exami -

QHG EXW RWKHU H[DPSOHV RI VH[ ELDMHG W PFKDQIHY GOQFWWHPWL RQ VR
WXUH UHSURGXFWLRQ JHQH SRROR DG B U ey PR RBABgueD MUROZ R |

et al., 2015; Freeman et al., 2014; Milner et al., 2007). Such aspects, especially in combination with

other threats such as the climate crisis and marine pollution in the Arctic r egion, are largely ignored.

In 2022, the NAMMCO SC strongly reiterated its management advice tor educe the hunt of narwhals
to zero in all three management areas in Southeast Greenland and str  essed the urgency for immedia -
te management action to ensure the future presence of narwhal in the area (NAM MCO, 2022a). This
advice was ignored and a quota of 50 individuals was granted (see also Chap ter 7). At the 32nd CITES
Animals Committee meeting in June 2023, concerns were raised overt he level of international trade in
wild-sourced narwhal products from Canada and Greenland due to the decli ning conservation status
of the species, the increase of narwhal derivatives exported from Ca  nada and the resumption of trade
from Greenland (AWI et al., 2023b).

&ORVH PRQLWRULQJ RI WXVN H
such as China should be urgently implemen -
ted and exporting countries required to provi -
de an NDF for the population from where the
individual was sourced. If not, as aresultof cu -
mulative impacts including climate change and
other anthropogenic activities, narwhal popu -
lations will continue to decline with some po -
pulations in East Greenland facing imminent
local extirpation.
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Around 3,600 small cetaceans are held in captivity
DURXQG WKH ZRUOG :'& :$3-
amson, 2017). In view of the extremely low number of

trade (Oremus et al.,, 2013) (see Chapter 8). Further -
moreR &¢ddrding toGh® CITES trade database, in 2019,
Ghana exported 50 live bottlenose dolphinsto  China

VXUYLYLQJ ReVSULQJ DQG WKH ULVN RIL[(DEYIHHGLQE WKRzEMHU WKHUH LV |
PDQG E\ GROSKLQDULD LV VWLOO PRVMVMQ ORWYVPDMWLVREGCDYLWR ZKB®KHU WKH SHU

caught animals. Between 2000-2021, countries around
the world reported the importation of 4,029 live ceta -

FHDQV Rl ZKLFK DW OHDVW H ZHUlH
wild (UNEP-WCMC, 2023b).Japan LV E\ IDU WKH ZRU

largest supplier (see Case Study 9), followed by Russia.
For decades, was the only supplier of wild-caught be -
luga (390 exported between 2000-2021) and orca; ho -
wever, exports ceased in 2021 after a Russian export
company was forced to close down after it made inter -
QDWLRQDO KHDGOLQHV LQ DV D
exceptionally poor husbandry conditions for 97 young
beluga and orca (Daly, 2019; AFP, 2021). Due to cam -

and dolphins ever caught.

Despite a Resolution at CMS (UNEP/CMS/Resolution
FDXJKW ITURP WKH
1 .22)O rgqu\}astmg countries that have not already
done so to develop and implement national legisla -
tion prohibiting the live capture of cetaceans from the
wild for commercial purposes, and to adopt stricter
measures in line with CITES Article XIV with regard to
the import and international transit of live cetaceans
IRU FRPPHUFLDO SXUSRVHV WKH PDMR
ZKDOH MDLO GXI—LWR LhWV o
countries either have not changed their legislation
and/or continue to allow the importation of dolphins

captured.in_the wild.

SDLJQLQJ H*RUWV E\ ORFDO DFWLYLVWYV DQG UHFHQW OHJLVODWLYH

changes (see Chapter 11), it is hoped that these hunts
will not be allowed to resume. Other source countries
have also stopped their exports of live dolphinsinre -
cent years, such as Honduras and Indonesia . Others,
however, still supply the international dolphinarium
industry, e.g. Cuba (UNEP WCMC, 2023b). The impact
of these hunts is of serious concern, for example in
the Solomon Islands , around the islands of Malaita,
WKH UHVLGHQW SRSXODWLRQV RI
dolphins have been heavily depleted because of the
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The IWC repeatedly advises that populations of small

FHWDFHDQV VKRXOG QRW EH VXEMHFW

such removals have not been shown to be sustaina -

ble and the IUCN recognizes that live capture can be a

serious threat to local cetacean populations, because

the removal of live cetaceans from the wild, for captive

display and/or research, is equivalent to incidental or

GHOLEHUDWH NLOOLQJ VLQFH WKH DQLI
- OVG& R LIWD\FR Y AN LEROME GGHKOQRYH FDSWXUH RSHU

available to help maintain their natural populations.



Within the period 2000-2021, Japan caught a staggering 182, 850 small cetaceans (including 150,657

'DOO V SRUSRLVH ZLWK WKH YDVW PDN\MLRWHG\ RHWKIHFPFFRD®LQJ BHRHR]FL
of the Japanese Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fishe ries (MAFF, 2001-2022) the hunting of small

cetaceans in Japan fell from 18,748 individuals in 2000, to 1,172 individua Is in 2021, a decrease of al -

PRV W H VHH HYHFHQ@W 4QGLQJV VXJIJHVW WKDW VHYHU® GDSRIMHHOMHWV L R C
FRDVWDO ZDWHUV LQFOXGLQJ WKH SOQDQGRERWWO WVGRWINVAERBR O ¥KLLDLS K
depleted as a direct result of decades of intense hunting -H*HUVRQ 5LFKOHQ DQG U
GHFOLQHYVY LQ FDWFK OHYHOV RILSLYWR IMBCREOB®I QWKHQVIVL U MWQRWIDLSR S X O
VSHFLHV .DVX\D % URXGIWOWKH VDPH SHULRG KRZHYHU WKH H[SRUW R
PHHW WKH GHPDQG RI WKH LOWHUQDWLRQDWOYKGR S 9K LQivithadenH GG X VW U\
porary, obviously Corona-pandemic related drop in 2020 (UNEP-WCMC, 2 023b; see Fig. 12b).

The increasing role of dolphinaria as the driving force of dolphin hunts in Japan was evidenced over

WZR GHFDGHV DJR 9DLO 5LVFK "RIBDWV PDUNMNMVSUULWHKVI®RI 86"
200,000 for a live dolphin, depending on its training status (McCurry, 20  17; Zimmermann, 2014), the
LQGXVWU\ KDV H[SDQGHGQFIHIQL4AFD@W@ KDV UHSRUWHG WKH H[SRUW RI |
FHWDFHDQV H RI ZKLFK DUH FRPPRQ (INERWWONMH,QE28H). CaiaOi8pot-Q V

WHG WKH YDVW PDMRULW\ Rul4diaP (23), Vkraih® 58 )RThédlendE (51) and South

Korea (43). As domestic demand for dolphin meat has fallen sharply, this intern  ational trade in live
GROSKLQV LV NHHSLQJ WKH GULYH KXQWVY HFRQRPLFDOO\ DOLYH

&RQFHUQV KDYH EHHQ UDLVHG UHJDUGL@DWHKB MR SWKLIH @BRIUWHD KOX QW U H
ULQJ OLYH GROSKLQV GXH WR VWUHV.WVXOMXUYIUWHR/ZDEGMDMERUWERQWHFR.
of the cruelty of the drive hunts, the World Association of Zo  os and Aquariums (WAZA) banned the
VDOH DQG WUDQVIHU RI GROSKLQV IURP 7DLMLKHQ-DBDQH YV HAKRWMWRG L DWW R
Zoos and Aquariums (JAZA) followed suit (McCurry, 2015). As a result of pub lic pressure, South Korea
VWRSSHG LPSRUWYV RI OLYH GROSKLQV IUPRPR GDULHWYHU®O RWHOHE FRXQWL
also introduced legislation to prohibit the import of wild-caught dolp hins. However, mainly due to
WKH ERRPLQJ DTXD SDUNV LQ &KLQD DQGKXYVUDRHSRSD/Y RUIDIVYWHLORGF

Fig. 12a: Hunting of small cetaceans in Japan 2000-2021 JLJ Japan's export of live dolphins 2000-2021
(according to MAFF 2002-2022) (according to UNEP WCMC CITES Trade Database 2023)

25



The hunting of small cetaceans isillegal in most count - DQG WKDW WKH NLOOLQJ DUHDV DUH VR
ries around the world. Yet, even in countries where te action against such crime becomes impossible.
hunting is permitted (and sometimes where quotas

. . Small cetaceans, falsely advertised as whale meat, are
are in place), illegal hunts have been documented.

sometimes sogll for human consumption. In South

In Greenland L Q WKHUH ZDV DQ LOOHJD NLOO
L Korea QDUURZ ULGJHG 4QOHVYV SRUSRLVH
narwhals resulting in the arrest of the hunters (Bert -
. . GROSKLQV FRPSULVHG D VLJQL4FDQW SU
helsen, 2023), whilstin Russia WKHUH LV OENHO\ WR E LO
HDW VDOHY VHH &DVH 6WXG\ ODUN
OHJDO NLOOLQJ RI EHOXJDV IRU KXP : VXPSWLRQ RU GRJ

P

DQ FR (% )
. . forensic genetics, however, have been shown to im -
food by hunters without a licence (NAMMCO, 2017). ‘i

he exploitation of small ce -

Inthe Faroelslands RQO\ 4YH VSHFLHV RI VPDOO FH
. . WDFHDQV %DNHU DV ZHOO DV KLJK
an are permitted to be hunted; however, in 2009 and .
for |§'oe0|es conservation (Oremus et al., 2015) and hu -
WKUHH DQG 5LVVR GROSKLQV UHVSHFEWLYHO\ ZHU )
man health (Endo _et al., 2005, 2003). In Taiwan , recent
WDNHQ LQ LOOHJDO GULYH KXQWV DFFRUGLQJ WR ZKDOLQJ IR _
(2023) advances in forensic surveillance have curtailed the il -
OHJDO PDUNHWLQJ RI VPDO&aF, 022D FHD Q\
In countries where legislation already exists, for con - and literature therein).
VHUYDWLRQ H*RUWYV WR EH H*HFWLYH OHJLVODWLRQ PXVW EH
Local community awareness of relevant legislation is of
4W IRU SXUSRVH DQG HQIRUFHPHQW LQFUHDVHG UDSLG ]
utmost importance. In _Pakistan , the adoption of mo -
DQG H*HFWLYH 7KHUH DUH KRZHYHU 1TUHTXH WFR%FHU%V
GL4A4HG 4VKLQJ JHDU VRIW UHOHDWVHY DQC
UHJDUGLQJ SRWHQWLDO ORRSKROHV RU WKH HSHFWLYHOHVV RI
HVV DPRQJVW 4VKHU KDV OHG WR IHZH

deterrents. In several countries, for example  Togo,

. o . . _ . DQG XVHG DW \Hdh .LV]RRD]]DP 1DZD]
national legislation is inconsistent with active hunting

2017). Nevertheless, in rivers, the capture of dolphins
prohibited but the use of stranded or bycaught dol - ) P P
UHPDLQV KLJK GXH WR JDSV EHWZHHQ 4!

phins legal (Segniagbeto et al., 2019) whilst in Myan -
ZLOGOLIH FR\?VHUYDWLRQ ODzVvV .HONDU
mar 4QHV IRU YLRODWLRQV DUH FRPSDUDWLYHO\ VPDOO 86"

. . . N D fet al. (2020) noted that the laws in India provide
10) and enforcement varies depending on location.

DGHTXDWH OHJDO PHFEKDQLVPV WR SURVH
%RUGRORL 6DKDULD QRWH WKtRW'WKH KLJK PD W

NH
eirimplementation, es e(:law inriverine systems, re -
value of dolphin oil is fuelling the hunting of dolphins rimp _ pecialy y
mains challenging. In Inda WHQ 4VKHUV ZHUH DU
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in March 2023 for poaching 22 dolphins in Porbandar, tion with the Cartagena Convention and the related
*XMDUDW WR EH XVHG DV VKDUN ED ISp&cially Prist&cid AreBs and Wildlife (SPAW) Protocol,

Four more were arrested in July 2023, in Yumuna, Uttar signed by St. Vincent and the Grenadines in 1990 and

Pradesh, after evidence was circulated on social media 1991, respectively (Borobia et al., 2023; UNEP, 2023). In
VKRZLQJ WKHP LOOHJDOO\ FDWFKLQJ IRdReNi4A QProfectien gdps\stilQekifd, tdhdering con -

ver dolphin (Press Trust of India, 2023). In 2016, SriLan - VHUYDWLRQ H*RUWY OHVYVetHadHFOR). YH D!

kas OLQLVWHU RI )LVKHULHV GLUHFWH&gu that ah Raequatdand/agpbiriate legal frame -
DQG &RDVW *XDUG WR WDNH OHJDO DFWARWWND D)@ VW VWL WAKKWHIUR'QDO DUUDQJHPF
ZKR DUH FDXJKW KXQWLQJ DQG NLOOanQ help ISty HhenDniakineDnia@dmsV Bovernance in
immediately arrest those selling the product around - QGRQHVLD 7KH\ VXJJHVW VRPH-XUJH(
WKH PDUNHWYV ZLWK WKHLU 4VKLQJ S&ciettRdt ghollde @dded td Yhie blirtéht regulations,
(Marine Connection, 2016). In the Philippines W ZR 4 Vincluding on traditional whale hunting.
hers were arrested and charged in January 2019, after One e am le of where a el lati il b
NLOOLQJ DQG 400HWLQJ D VSLOQQHU SROIFPE 9 §hereeresrals, %gvsaﬂifn g oe

critical |n the protectlon and conservation of small ce -
(Udtohan, 2019). Cetaceans are protected under the

taceans is in Russia. After many years of campaignin
Fisheries Code of 1998, Fisheries Administrative Order ) vy paigning
. . to end the live capture of orca and beluga for commer -
208, therefore if proven guilty, the suspects would face

cial purpases, and the negatlve publicity of the ‘whale
LPSULVRQPHQW RI WR \HDUV RU D 4 H R

, QLFLGHQW LQ ZKHQ \RXQJ
86 &DVHV OLNH WKHVH ZKLHKQ®BDNH K7D o0
ZHYH NHSW L O HIFHSWLRQDOO\ SRRU F
VRPHWLPHY HYHQ JR YLUDO WKMH®PNWHWR VRFLDO PH

were made to the Flsherles LaW |n 2023 and will come
DZDUHQHVYVY DQG KDYH D GHWHUUHQW H+HFW
into force onthe 1 st September 2024. Amended legisla -

(* RU W Wlatldgascar to reduce hunting of dolphins WLRQ EDQV WKH LQGXVWULDO DQG FREL
by creating local laws, education, and the development ans and the capture for educational and cultural pur -
of alternative livelihoods through local ecotourism SRVHV RI PDULQH PDPPDOV DOWKRXJK

ZHUH YHU\ VXFFHVVIXO LQ WKH $QDNDRRHPRERXQIWHLEX2KDDH MDLO RHUBDB ZHU
led in the community of Befandefa (Andrianarivelo et UDO (QGDQJHUHG 6SHFLHVY 5HG ERRN DQ

al., 2019). Although wildlife hunting has been banned ly receive additional protection. Changes to legislation

in Brazil since 1967, there is a clear contradiction bet - will not impact Indigenous hunting (Oxana Fedorova,
ween legislation and practice, since hunting continues pers. comm. 2023). Another example is in Gabon , whe-
to be a resource widely exploited by rural populations re on November 2nd, 2023, the government issued a
in Amazonia (Pimenta etal., 2018). The implementation Decree whereby all cetaceans have been added to the
of actions proposed to regulate or prohibit the trade in list of totally protected species, meaning they cannot
SLUDFDWLQJD DQG WKHUHE\ UHGXFH Gddaptiralf ovhDnted.Y RI $PD]RQ

ULYHU GROSKLQVY VHH &KDSWHU KDV ORW EHHO H*HFWLYH

GXH WR IDFWRUV VXFK DV D ODFN RI '
PDQDJHPHQW RI WKH 4VKHU\ UHVRXU
tutional capacity to control extensive areas in trans -
boundary zones, high levels of economic vulnerability

and low levels of education within the local communi -

ties facilitating their involvement in the illegal trade of

wild species (Mosquerra-Guerra et al., 2022).

National legislation is paramount for the protection

and conservation of small cetaceans and governments

must act in accordance with international conserva -

tion management recommendations. Sadly, in some

FRXQWULHV SROLWLFDO ZLOO LV ODI

DIWHU 4VKHUV NLOOHG WZR RUFD LQ

watching group, the government of  St. Vincent and

the Grenadines promised to pass legislation outla -

ZLQJ WKHLU NLOOLQJ <HW WKLV-OH

LVHG DQG RUFDVY DUH VWLOO WDNHQ WWiRI& DAplo®@ G b iUdH BWY 7 ROQIMOWD X iH QHWUHEHQNR
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Fig. 14: Finless porpoise © SEAMAR

-Q 6RXWK .RUHD WKH GLUHFW NLOOLKQRZHYFHFHW DRIGD Y NVARDOVRKKEZLZ @/ MR |
E\ VWUDQGLQJ RU LQ E\FDWFK DUH DOOR@MH GP WAHEE G\DUD 8 §IGF L&HRQ E & H Q 1/
UHYHDOHG WKDW QDUURZ ULGJHG 4QOHWKISRVY FRIP\SHM \DH)G: F /" RBR D46 R Q'
SRUWLRQ RI ZKDOH PHDW VDOHV KRZHDYW W VDNROQYQBWYV ISR WDRZL VKD L W
at all delicious (Sun-ae, 2021), it is thought that this expl oitation and trade persists because of the

VSHFLHY SRWHQWLDO HFRQRPLF YDOXH DV GtalJ2019YHG PLQNH ZKDOH PHD

Consumer demand therefore is clearly a factor that drives illegal whali ng (Miyeon et al. 7DWDU
Jung 2018) and the impact is thought to be having devastating consequences ons mall cetaceans, for
H[DPSOH WKH SRSXODWLRQ RI 4QOHVV SRHVSRULFMMHWHEURSSHEBRURP DIQQGLY

GXDOV EHWZHHQ DQG ZLWK DQ DGGOGNVWNIRG®HG EHWRHYLG XD QG
(Miyeon et al., 2020). Subsequently, Lee et al. ZHQW RQ WR HVWLPDWH WKH QXPEHL
and ZLWK QXPEHUV IRXQG WR EH EHWZHHQ LDWQ GV VX JUOE WH G XMKDOW W K|

SRSXODWLRQ RI 4QOHVV SRUSRLVHV PDWHE D ¥YNd Bd8itb@ td_thid) be¥uddhV LE O\ G
2015 and 2018, more than 1,000 common dolphins were traded through designa ted cooperative
PDUNHWYVY J/LP —Q Y LH 2t &.1(202R)r&cotnimeddRb@nning the sale of all cetacean

meat to eliminate any sales of disguised illegal bycatch of species that ca nnot be legally hunted.

The country has seen a recent tightening of regulations on the sale of whales and o ther cetaceans

illegally hunted and captured in their waters. Furthermore, th e public's growing awareness of con -

servation concerns and animal rights has seen positive developments reg  arding the future for local

VPDOO FHWDFHDQ SRSXODWLRQV )RU H3DPBOMH ERRWMIWHIRVH RR GRIGIRYV
Island began in 2007 but it was not long before it was noticed that the population wa s in sharp decli -

ne, mainly because of poaching and incidental catch. However,  with increased awareness and en -
IRUFHPHQW UHVXOWLQJ LQ VHYHUDO VXQSHFQRWDREQQVY KMV DMK B XOQU K R ¥
VKLIWHG LQ -HMX V 4VKLQJ FRPPXQLWIHHV. QLWR A@SKHQVY DFRMLGHMONV DO O\ |
LQ WKHLU QHWYV EXW WKH QXPEHU RI GR® Bizviirg, 2006y UnforwurkatélQ FUHD VHG
these positive developments in South Korea are tainted with the emergin g news that dolphins are

WDNHQ LQ VLIQL4FDQW QXPEHUV E\ DURWRIGQ W KHLY HIOMVBSNU DDA IKDY ¥
Case Study 4).



It is well documented that small cetaceans, especially FRQWDFW RU LQJH ¥t\all 20q; Vidd BrassehiN

those in coastal areas, can accumulate high levels of et al.,, 2009; IWC SC/69A/E/WP/05) with these zoonoses

heavy metals, chlorinated organic compounds, and UDQJLQJ LQ VHYHULW\ IURP ORFDOLVHG

other toxic substances in their bodies. The negative threatening diseases (Reeve-Arnold et al., 2020). In the

impact to human health from consuming cetacean USA DQ RXWEUHDN RI ERWXOLVP W\SH (

meat high in toxins has been repeatedly voiced. At the $ODVND QDWLYHV ZKR DWH PXNWXN S

NAMMCO Conference “Marine Mammals — a Sustaina - ZLWK EOXEEHU WDNHQ IURP D GHDG 2z}

ble Food Resource” in the Faroes Islands in October UHPRWH $ODVND %HULQJetal, 2008 D XJKO
IRU H[DPSOH 'U 3£0 :HLKH &KLHIMa#hGdséab O PHFRHYUVKHUYV UHSRUW HDWLQJ

for Faroese Public Health, summarised the consequen - ZLWKRXW KHVLWDWLRQ GHVSLWH WKH

ces of mercury contamination including neurotoxic of inducing gastrointestinal discomfort or diarrhoea

H*HFWV LQ FKLOGUHQ LPSDFWLQJ W KEekctio@t-hY, 20E.STRidendvel Yoxahaviruses have
JHVWLQJ WKDW VXFK QHJDWLYH HeH F iacenth bddn SdldtbR D @adigeMWhamitdls causing fur -

also stood by his recommendation from 2008 that pilot ther concern regarding the transmission of potential

whales should no longer be used for human consump - zoonoses to those who come into contact with them

tion. Itis further accepted by consensus within IWC (Re - (Reeve-Arnold et al., 2020). Due to the zoonotic potenti -

solution 2012-1), that as a result of having cetacean pro - DO RI FHUWDLQ EDFWHULD GErygipBI¥ HY W
ducts in their diet, some communities may face chronic thrix species in stranded bottlenose dolphins in  Brazil

and long-term health problems. that had evidence of being used for bait, Sacristan et

al. (2022) advocated for active public health policies to

In its guidelines, Japan’s health ministry advises that ) . i
g P y inform the public about t\f/\\(;&(\a/\e/ﬂ% threats associated

4VK DQG VHDIRRG ZLWK OHYHOV DERYH . SSP TRU W / )

with marine mammal manipulation and consumption.
mercury and 0.3 ppm for methylmercury are unsafe
for human consumption. Despite this, over the years, KHWKHU GHOLEHUDWHO\ KXQWHG E
a number of studies and investigations have found po - scavenged from the shore, meat of small ceta -
tentially toxic levels of both mercury and methyl-mercu - FHDQV FDQ SUHVHQW D VLJQL4FDQW L
ry in dolphin meat for sale (Endo et al., 2005, 2003; EIA, KHDOWK SDUWLFXODUO\ DV VLFN RU
2015, 2013). Tests conducted by Action For Dolphins in LQGLYLGXDOV PD\ EH HDVLHU WR KXQ
2020 and 2021 revealed mercury levels in dolphin meat stranded. The handling and consumption of
between 12 and 25 times the regulatory limit whilst in VXFK PHDW PD\ WUDQVPLW SDUDVLWHY\
2023, one sample bought in the country — a portion of YLUXVHY DQG PD\ FDXVH VHULRXV GLV|

5LVVR V GROSKLQ R+<DO HIFHHGHG WYY 1PVLIIADL AW UM
regulatory limit of mercury by up to 265 times (AFD,

2023). Sonne et al. (2019) recommended the consump -

tion of no more than a few grammes of dolphin meat

D ZHHN QRWLQJ WKDW WKH SRLVRQR?
QDQWYVY SRVH D VLIJQL4FDQW SRWHQW
SXEOLF KHDOWK 7KHVH 4QGLQJV VKR
to what is happening elsewhere in the world, but is as

yet, mostly undocumented. Raising awareness on high

levels of heavy metal in meat of cetaceans would help

WR UHGXFH GHPDQG DQG FRXOG EHQH:
nities and marine conservation (Rothamel et al., 2021).

However, toxins are not the only concern. Infectious di -
seases, such as brucellosis, toxoplasmosis and herpes -
virus, may pose a transmission threat to humans via Fig. 15: Butchery of a dolphin, Solomon Islands
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Many coastal communities are turning to the marine Governments have a duty of care towards their citi -

environment for their protein needs. Although the zens and should do everything in their national and

IWC has already adopted resolutions highlighting the regional power to address the primary causes of

negative human health impacts caused by the con - threats to food security in their marine environment,

sumption of cetacean products, several countries in including 1UU (illegal, unreported and unregulated)

the Caribbean and West Africa were behind the ta - AVKLQJ GHVWUXFWLYH 4VKLQJ SUDFWLF
bling of a Resolution (IWC/66/12) on food security, RI DGHTXDWH ODZV DQG GH4FLHQFLHV L

in which they called for the consumption of marine
PDPPDOV WR EH GHHPHG D SURWHLQ SULRULW\ +RZHYHU
the Resolution was not passed.

7KH LPSRUWDQFH RI ZKDOHV LQ PDLQWD IGQIQQJ KKHHDBDOMKK \ AR KHWBW R F NIVQ F & |
FHLYHG D ORW RI DWWHQWLRQ LQ UHFHQW S HD @K DBDMHG | B R D0 \DWD GV KHJ HDKA
FRQYH\RU EHOW FRQFHSWV ZHUH RULJLRAYOWVH H B @M RRIMed IR ODUJH ZK|
rature within; Pershing et al. VPDOO FHWDFHDQVY DUH DOVR NQRZ @ WRLFKRIQWUL
ZLWK GROSKLQV KDYLQJ ORQJ EHHQ FRQVV&MINZR). (nfolubatetyQhy Y HFWR UV
UH KDV EHHQ PLQLPDO UHVHDUFK DQ®&R TCXDVWQHV LK BirMet BRiPhinsk @WR WKLV W
H[DPSOH ZHUH IRXQG WR SOD\ D VLIJQL4REPQHI HRDHDIQE RDNALQUHSHOWDW D Y L
WR FRUDO UHHIV ZLWK WKHLU FRQW U DEVRAMLAR S V RIGHSAIMDINLL\EDIA2R FHD Q L F
Gilbert et al. (2023) provided a quantitative estimation of nutrients released by cet aceans at the
FRPPXQLW\ OHYHO DQG IRXQG WKDW W KWH YLHO HDIVHGE SNV BDIOQW BRIENWC
composition of cetacean communities. Small cetaceans are also found to contrib ute to nutrientmo -

vements and recycling in the oceanic Gulf of Mexico and may provide one of the few al lochthonous

VRXUFHYV RI QXWULHQWYV IRU SULPDU\ SURGXFHRRGNVWREDRZAWURSKLF HFR

7KH FRQWULEXWLRQV RI VPDOO FHWDFWBQVH RUKWDRNXGEZ KMROHMHEG/RPF
DQG WKH DXWKRUV FRQFOXGHG WKDW IRW®BQDHSREXDO WQW®QVRIVWIPM & ORAFAHDW |
would release more nutrients than a population of whales. Due to low productivity in many tropi -

cal and subtropical waters, in places,

small cetaceans are the only cetacean

species involved in nutrient biological

cycling. It is considered that a range

RI VSHFLHV FRXOG VLJQL4FDQWO

nutrient dynamics, particularly when

small cetaceans mediate the translo -

cation of nutrients from productive

foraging to nutrient-poor habitats,

DQG WKHUHIRUH OLQN VSDWLDOC

HFRV\VWHPYV et.dlVviaed). The

continued removal of small cetace -

DQV IURP HFRV\VWHPV LQ ZKLFK \

SOD\ D VLJQL4FDQW UROH ZLOO KI

WHULRXV HeHFWV IRU RWKHU PDU|

UD DQG IDXQD XSRQ ZKLFK WKH
)LJ :Reef ® Andrea Izzotti health of our ocean relies.
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The unregulated small cetacean hunt out of Barrouallie,  St. Vincent and the Grenadines (SVG), is

thought to be the largest hunt of cetaceans in the wider Caribbean. As it is unregu lated, there are no

R]JFLDO UHFRUGV RI VPDOO FHWDFHDQ F DWIH KEHMV (K R XWHAYHHRIS \M N @&/ {ER DAM M YA UKL
FKHUV LQFOXGLQJ )LHOGLQJ .LVIND DW OHXWRWHVWLPLPDIDO W KBWDFHDQV .
EHWZHHQ DQG LQFOXGLQJ VERHW 4Q RLUG BV ORQGZK RWKHU

FHWDFHDQV PDLQO\ SDQWURSLFDO H$ MWARHG KV Q VQ QHKUH DIRQXGN KIRVW KR Z
hasised that records are largely incomplete. For example, between 2007 -2017, a number of hunters

ZHUH DFWLYH EXW UHFRUGV ZHUH RQO\ SURYPGIO® FHWW MERDQN ZK DWOKRU
ned pilot whales, 29 orca and 2,263 other species),

meaning that total catches are undoubtedly sig -

QL4FDQWO\ KLJKHU $FFRUGLQJO

PD\ EH HYHQ PRUH LQDFFXUDW-H

res may indicate an increase in hunts. All whalers

LQWHUYLHZHG E\ )LHOGLQJ LV

decline in the presence of pilot whales and the -

refore an increasing need to catch other species

of small cetacean. Ifiiguez-Bessega et al. (2021)

monitored landing sites in Barrouallie over 2,406

days between 2014 and 2020 and determined that

603 small cetaceans from six species were landed.

Again, the dataset was incomplete, and numbers

. . Fig. 17: Spinner dolphins © Serge Vero
are considered to be a low estimate. 9 P P 9

BURGXFWYV IURP VPDOO FHWDFHDQV DUH 21 GBHOW KRX MDD H/ WXGR K VY KOR & W Ut

etal. IRXQG DOO OLYHU VDPSOHV DQG WKHIP@® EOKXEE RU NDPSBH WP XWRE
SKLQV KXQWHG LQ 69* H[FHHGHG WKH )$2 :+2/ KXRDQ OFFRYGHVX PRBW PRIQ DG\ |
RI ! %J J )$2 %DVHG RQ WKHLU GV RQPD W LRRDW FRERXPIW Rl PXVFO

ZRXOG H[FHHG WKH SURYLVLRQDO WROHWILEGMH Y B B KOR X\ BINFHR @ KHHQRAHDD
ported in orcas in this study were 41 times higher than in Japan. Given the highle  vels of contamination

and the frequency at which these tissues are consumed, the aut hors recommended further investi -

JDWLRQ WR DYHUW D KXPDQ KHDOWK FULVILRDWREH®DBUQUW @MDYV GHF DU}
similar concerns regarding mercury levels and nothing has cha nged. Even worse, this contaminated

meat is exported to neighbouring islands (Hoerner, 2021).

In St. Lucia KXQWYV IRU SLORW ZKDOHV DQG RWKHU VPBXOU LEH W R A HVDROMV BLURHL |
country (Hoerner, 2021). Hunts were thought to be sporadic and opportuni stic as the citizens of St Lu -

cia reported that they relied predominantly on the hunting act ivity within SVG to obtain their cetacean

meat (see Chapter 9), but since 2019, hunts are thought to have increased again with hunts in local

ZDWHUV QRZ WDNLQJ SODFH +RHUQHU V WREMRREGWXQWEGEOWDSRQQVWWODF
national marine reserve, which itself is in a Marine Protect ed Area (MPA), within the Agoa Whale Sanc -

tuary (Anon., pers. comm. 2023). Although a signatory of the Cartagena Convention and the related

Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) Protocol (UNEP, 2023), as w ith SVG, St. Lucia has failed to

implement national legislation on marine mammal conservation and nat ional action plans for marine

PDPPDOV RU 4VKHULHV LQWEeéetdDIBLRQYV %RURELD

Dominica UHFHQWO\ PDGH WKH KHDGOLQHV E\ FUHD M MAIHVKIBAUVW KIBZIHRUHWYS |
D GROSKLQ KHDG ZDV IRXQG IRU VDOH RQ D RQUNNWHQDO DWG DD KXQGK W KD W
Rl VPDOO FHWDFHDQV LV RQ JRLQJ EXW WKH FRXGWWKLW ZRUNLQJ RQ UH.

31



Compared to our 2018 report, we found that both the hic position, bioaccumulate high concentrations of
GULYHUV IRU WKHVH KXQWY DQG WKHFRRWDI®EPL HNYWOWH FKORXGLQJ PHUFXU\

ging. We have documented the widespread decline important sentinel species for ecosystem and public
in traditionally targeted species with a transition to health (Reif et al., 2015). Given the dangerous levels of
new species, as well as hunters having to travel longer WR[LQV NQRZQ WR DFFXPXODWH LQ VRP
GLVWDQFHV WR 4QG WKHLU TXDUU\ growih@ sbRcethR Wudr ¥ddhbiseB RQuildlife, cetace -
sumption of dolphin meat in regions where this has an meat would be an irresponsible food choice that
not been a traditional food. could represent a threat to human health and well-

EHLQJ $OWKHUU H\(;\/E(BHZJW DFNQRZOHGJ
8QOLNH WKH KXQWLQJ RI JUHDW ZKDOHV® WKH H[SORLWD LR\(?

. . . WKDW IRRG VHFXULW\ L RI JOREDO FR

of small cetaceans is not regulated by any internatio

ZLOO 8RW UHVROYH WKLV SUREOHP LW
QDO FRQYHQWLRQ RU LQWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO DJHQF\ %DNHU

E\"VA\VWHPLF VROXWLRQV WKDW IRFXV R

Steel, 2018). For this reason, the species identity and
magnitude of exploitation are often poorly documen -
ted and often, only anecdotal in nature, especially in
developing countries (Leeney etal., 2015; Gravena et al.,
2008). Even in countries with a history of eating cetace -
ans, the documentation of species sold for human con - Human consumption of marine mammals and their
VXPSWLRQ LV RIWHQ L QFdk R2608)Héahee % DXNWW DV EDLW LQ FRPPHUFLDO 4VKHULH
RXU 4QGLQJV LQFOXGLQJ QXPEHUV L @odmiEl Hvorld DntlddiogL miadyOregw® that have
be underestimated. Nevertheless, WKHVH 4QGLQJNtldds iHo history of directed hunting of cetaceans
EDVHG RQ WKH PRVW UHFHQWO\ DYDCépleDétaL QIRUPBDOIWNHREY 6WHHO et OLQ\
VKRZLQJ ERWK RUGHUV RI PDJQLWXGHI,R0Q8x MRPHPGIGVFLDQIKDOLQJ ZDV VLIQLAF
WKH\ DUH FDXVH IRU FRQFHUQ WKDW BABBEDONBROSEKLY KRUDWRULXP ZKLFK FD
WLQJ KDV LQFUHDVHG VLIQL4FDQWO\ LQ UHFHEW \HDBPRQWUDVW RQJRLQJ RU t
o . . large-scale exploitation of small cetaceans over de -

Food safety, nutrition and food security are inex -

FDGHV UHPDI\'/QI\D/UPHRVDV%a)r LIQRUHG DQG X

WULFDEO\ OLQNHG +RZHYHU VPDOO FHWDFHD , )
international level. © These hunts give reason for seri -

RI XQVXVWDLQDEOH SUDFWLFHV LQ PDU
FDXVH IRRG LQVHFXULW\ LQFOXGLQJ RY
KLQJ GHVWUXFWLYH 4VKLQJ WHFKQLTXH
te laws, failures of enforcement and corruption.

predators and due to their long life span and trop -
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ous concerns, especially in combination with increa - -Q PDQ\ UHJLRQV E\FDWFK UHGXFWLR
sing commercialisation of small cetacean products, a RQO\ DFKLHYH WKH GHVLUHG JRDO LI L
high uncertainty due to non- and under-reporting, a FDXJKW GROSKLQV DUH QHLWKHU PDUN
ODFN RI SRSXODWLRQ GDWD DQG WKHEIRAXRRWHRG LIGQHAHDIWIHYRN IRU 4VKHUYV
VHYHUDO VSHFLHV VXFK DV WKH $W OHar@iMiddhdkrXdaSeroDy dauGhR dIBHinis @om their
RU WKH $PD]J]RQ ULYHU GROSKLQ ZKL metspPtt tbeRe@uitdhinentally tapnatible alternatives

extinction as a direct result of their exploitation. For to dolphins as bait and to gain alternative incomes are

instance, decreases in dolphin hunts in Malaysia and urgently needed to change current practices. The U.S.

Kiribati were not due to stricter regulations but to sig - Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), due to be im -
QLAFDQWO\ GHFOLQLQJ GROSKAd @l SR pkoebted inRahvary'20240nilHhan  WKH LPSRUWDW |
2016; Jaaman et al., 2008). FRPPHUFLDO 4VK RU 4VK SURGXFW IURP

FDXJKW ZLWK FRPPHUFLDO 4VKLQJ WHF
LQ WKH LQFLGHQWDO NLOO RU VHULRXYV

at least regulated the direct hunting of small cetaceans

LQ H[FHVV RI 8QLWHG 6y pravela/udéeiMD Q GD L
(e.g., through quotas); however, laws are often outda -

PHDVXUH LQ WKDWetldaH 2R)G )«OL]|

WHG QRW 4W IRU SXUSRVH DQ@FHSRRBUFHPHQW LV SRRU
WXQLVWLF DQG LOOHJDO FDWFKWW U B\ PADKVHRW W RWHKKDW WR FHWDFHDQV W

On a national level, several countries have banned or

under- or unreported and are further undermining ORRNHG LV WKH LPSDFW RI FOLPDWH
FRQVHUY DW L RIQ otHerRthgYaV states no legis - the consumption of products from dolphin hunts de -

lation or regulations are in place, and hunting is techni - trimental to human health, but it will also adversely

cally legal, although catches are not documented, and impact future food availability by impairing the eco -

KXQWHUYVY DUH IUHH WR WDNH DV PDQ sybtént fibc@ovis Pravitléd b\ c@dchidds and marine

7R PDNH PDWWHUV ZRUVH WHQV RI WKERR\GELQGV RIVE\R GORVIOWUU +RGJILQV
DQG SRUSRLVHY DUH NLOOHG HYHU\ \Hhnykatdryg Bhiftg lahtl M&Skekl abrisd Sdreral small ce -
VH RI EHLQJ XVHG DV EDLW LQ FRPPH U&kanhQopMatibhd inHMd &hdJlatet Qecades of the
4VKHULHYV RI GHFOLQLQJ VKDUN SRSXZi& ¢entRr@due td sHaRdgihglocedBiR eonditions if an -

bly problematic for conservation. The use of dolphins thropogenic greenhouse gas emissions are not rapidly
DV EDLW KDV VLIJQL4FDQWO\ LQFUHDYV HGJ RXBHKWN K B ®HDY W Ref-ik, 2ed; \warH\Edé -
and in many places has largely replaced its use as food. den et al., 2021; Lambert et al., 2014). The rapid pace

of the climate crisis and the large number of poten -

Both bycatch and targeted hunting coincide with chan - . . o . .
tial cumulative andUslylnSeEglstlc stressors, including

JHV LQ 4VKLQJ SUDFWLFHV IRU LQVWDOFH WKH DEHPHOW
SROOXWLR? QG RYHU4VKLQJ IXUWKH
RI WUDGLWLRQDO 4VKLQJ JHDU EV-LQGXVWULDO VKLQ% LQWHOQVL .
tion_for small cetac‘\eans @c areg a. et al., 2023; Haria
4HG ORQJ OLQH 4VKHULHV IRU VKDUNYV ?ULYHQE L UH H%I_, .
et al., 2023; Nelmé et al., 2023). Any additional loss in
SULFHV IRU VKDUNAMKVVWRFENY GHSOHWHG ZRUO . e
the short-term owing to their ex I0|tat|?n as a human
ZLGH DQG 4VKLQJ DFWLYLWLHYVY FRQWLQXLQJ WR LOWHQVLI\
food source or bait will decrease the resilience of po -
WKHUH LV D FOHDU ULVN WKDW KXQWLOJ RI VPDOO FHWDFHDQV
SXODWLRQV D QFUHDVH WKH OLNHO

will further increase in the future unless it is urgent
O\ UHJXODWHG DURXQG WKH ZRUOG
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To All Range States

$W D PLQLPXP FRDVWDO VWDWHYV Q tbrad tvéiiRls PsetNhbintiRddlidtas for all targeted

data for small cetaceans publicly available and pro - VSHFLHY IROORZLQJ VFLHQWL4F DGYL
YLGH WKLV GDWD WR WKH —-:& 7KH)\ thXat\priizipl®y, Rs A&ILAS ind'ddising awareness
ensure that under-, mis- and non-reporting of cat - as to the potential health implications from consu -

FKHVY VXFK DV ODFNLQJ RU LQFRPSOthg/ddlpkiX goludts.V G DW D

VWUXFN DQG ORVW DQLPDOV FDOYHV. VHSDUDWHG IURP
. S $ZDUHQHVYV FDPSDLJQV LQ 4VKLQJ FR
their mothers, and foetuses) is minimised.

required, including existing legislation and cetace -

Coastal states are urged to ban the use of small an ecology, providing e.g., information that deple -
FHWDFHDQV DV EDLW IRU 4VKLQJ LQFIRXGRQAVE'VWREOKY KDV QRW EHHQ FI
promote alternative baits that can be derived sus - taceans, and raising awareness for the ecosystem

tainably, are easily accessible and inexpensive. services they provide instead. Training on handling
Vessel-based monitoring (including mandatory use and soft release of bycaught dolphins is recom -

of cameras and high onboard observer coverage) is mended.

needed to prevent the use of dolphins as bait. ) ) ) )
Engage in the promotion of a low-impact dolphin-

Enforcement of national legislation and site inspec - based tourism as an alternative income for coastal
WLRQV YHVVHOV SRUWYV DQG PDWUNHWahd QiHeEMIMRItESH LQWHQ

VL4HG ODUNHW VXUYH\V DQG IRUHQVLF VWXGLHV WR LGH8
. . &ERXQWULHYV ZLWK LVWDQW ZDWHU 5
tify species for sale are urgently recommended.

SDUWQHUVKLS DJUHHPHQWY DV ZHOO

Where there is an evidenced indigenous subsis - countries, have an obligation to ensure that their

tence need for small cetaceans as a human food FRQVXPHU PDUNHWY GR QRW MHRSDUC
VRXUFH FRDVWDO VWDWHYV QHHG WWR\XIQG WKW OFNREK Q WQJO IDQY ZKRVH QDWLRAC
sessments of all species and population abundan - were caught.



To Consumer Countries

Countries where small cetaceans are consumed Countries must introduce national health and safety
must introduce mandatory testing of small ceta - guidelines, including maximum safe levels for mer -
cean products to address human health concerns. cury e.g., to ensure the well-being of their citizens.

Further, they must introduce mandatory labelling

7KH 86% VKRXOG UHYLHZ LWV VHDIRRG L
of small cetacean products.

hing nations, which use dolphins as bait (including
within their DWFs), for potential violations of the

MMPA.
To International Conventions
While the International Whaling Commission WKH WRWRDED 4VKHU\ D &-7(6 $SSHQC
(IWC) does not regulate the hunting of small ceta - good example of how CITES can also act on interspe -
ceans, it initiates research and conservation pro - FL4AF FRQWH[WV DQG UHTXHVW VWULFW
grammes related to small cetacean species and po - pressure (see Taylor et al., 2023; CITES, 2022).
SXODWLRQV -:& 7TKH —:& 6FLHQWLA4F RPPLWWHH

7KH $TXDWLF :LOG OHDW :RUNDb®J *UR
vention on Migratory Species (CMS) , which has so

far focused on mammals and reptiles, only recent -

O\ DJUHHG WR H[SDQG LWV VFRSH WR
species listed on CMS Appendix | (CMS, 2020). This

step was urgently needed, regarding the close cor -
UHODWLRQ RI LQGXVWULDO VKDUN 4V|
on small cetaceans and their exploitation as bait.

has a long-standing recommendation that no small
cetacean removals, live capture or directed harvest,
should be authorised until a full assessment of sta -
tus has been made (IWC, 2022). However, this is not
implemented by several IWC Member States. The
IWC should therefore pass a Resolution, calling on
coastal states to strengthen national legislation and
enforcement to better protect small cetaceans.

As per Resolution 11.22, Parties to CMS are urged to
develop and implement national legislation prohibi -
ting the live capture of cetaceans from the wild for

The Convention on International Trade in Endan -
gered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
should examine the cross-border and regional tra - . .
i . commercial purposes, and to adopt stricter measu -
de in small cetaceans more closely, e.g., in West Af - o } )
res in line with CITES Article XIV.
ULFD DQG DGRSW D UHVROXWLRQ DQG RU KROG D ZRUNVKRS

to collect data and to identify measures to reduce As per Resolution 12.15, CMS has now explicitly
H[SORLWDWLRQ RI VPDOO FHWDFHD Q VYedyhizeW khatQhe Bfdavéd ddrhend for aquatic
ted NDFs for any such cross-border trade should be wild meat is a threat to aquatic wildlife in many re -
publicly available. gions around the world, and therefore it is urgent to

develop methods to evaluate the impact on wildlife

CITES should also request status assessments from . . L
populations of trade in aquatic wild meat.

the IWC SC for all cetaceans in trade.
Trade in wild meat has been recognised as an in -
creasing threat by the Convention on Biological

Diversity (CBD) , which has concluded that unsus -

CITES should closely collaborate with CMS to collect
data on cross-border and regional trade in small ce -

taceans.

WDLQDEOH KXQWLQJ IRU ZLOG PHDW 1
CITES should ensure that valid and watertight NDFs the ecology of tropical and subtropical ecosystems,
are in place wherever small cetaceans are traded. and that therefore it is necessary to improve the

sustainability of wild meat use (IQBD, 2017).
-Q DVVHVVLQJ WKH LPSDFWV RI WUDGH LQ VKDUN SURGXFWYV

CITES Parties are urged to consider the broader eco - The Food and Agriculture Organization of the
ORJLFDO KDUPV RI VKDUN 4VKHULHV Z Kitgd\Watbis 0FAN Wdbdrurged&introduce maxi -
are used as bait, which has a double negative impact mum safe levels for both mercury and methyl mer -
on marine ecosystems. The fate of the vaquita, which cury found in small cetacean products, as is done
is threatened with extinction as collateral damage of IRU 4VK DQG VKHOO4VK )%$2
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Convention on Biological Diversity
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
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